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Message from the President. 


Thé following important message was reccived by 
Both houses of congress, on Friday the 13th inst. 
{'é the Sentaté, did Bouse of 


epresentatives of the United Sidies. . 

For the further information df congiess, relative 
to the pacific advances madé on the part of this go- 
vérnment to that of Great Britain, and the mamier in 
Which théy huve beén miet by the Iatter, [ transmit 
the sequel of the communications on that subject, 
rcveived from’ thé laté cliarge d’affairs at London. 

or nit Bat Sm JNMES MADISON. 
November 12, 1812, 


Documents accompanying the Message. 
Mit. RUSSEL TO MR. MONROE. 

J ‘ London, 19th September, 1812. 
_ Srr—On the 12th inst. I received your letter of the 
97th July last, and the copies of my note to lord Cas- 
tlereagh,’ atidl of his lordship’s reply enclosed herein, 
will inform you that the propositions, made in con- 
Sequence of it, have been rejected. 

. As Thave but this moment heard of the immediate 
departure of the Friends, I have time only to add, 
that I liave received the comimunications of Mr. Gra- 
ham of the 9K and 10th of August, by the Gleaner, 
adhd that I leave London this evening, to embark on 
board tle Lark, at Plymouth, for New-York. 


I am, with great réspect and consideration, sir,), 


your faithful and obedient servant, 
(Signed) JONA. RUSSEL. 
Posrscrrer.—aAn interesting interview took place 


MR. RUSSEL TO LOND CASTLEREAGH, | 

be 18, Bentinck-street, Sept. 12, 1822.. ; 

My Lorn hasten, «nthorised by instructions rex 
cently received from the government of the United 
States, and urged by an unfeigned anxiety to arrest 
the calamities of war, to.propose.to your lordship 
convention for the suspension of hostilities, to take 
effect at such time as may be mutually agreedsupon, 
and stipulating that each party,.sball forthwith, ap- 
point commissioners, with full powers to form a trea- 
tv, which shall provide, by reciprocal arrangements, 
for the security of their seamen, from being taken 
or employed in the service of the other power 3 for 
the regulation of their commerce, and all other inte-. 
resting questions now depending between them, anc 
that the armistice shall not cease without such preyi- 
ous notice by one to the other party, as may be agrectl 
upon, and shall not be understood as haying any 
other effect, than merely to suspend military opera- 
tions by land and by sea. oa 2 " 

In proposing to your lordship these terms for a 
suspension of hostilities, I am instructed to come ta 
a clear and distinct understanding with his Britannic 
majesty’s government, without requiring, it, to be 
formal, concerning impressment, comprising im_.it, 
the discharge of the citizens of the. United States 
already impressed ; and concerning future blockades ; 
the revocation of the orders in council being con- 
firmed. | mi te 
Your lordship is aware that the power.of the g 
vernment of the United States to'prohibit the em- 
ployment of British seamen must be exercised in the 
sense and spirit of the constitution ; but there is no 





Between lord Castlereagh and mvselfon the 16th inst. 
the account of which I must, for want of tinie, re-| 
serve until Phave the honor to see you. 





MR. RUSSEL TO LORD CASTLEREAGH. 


ii : 18, Bentinck-street, Sepit. 12, 1812. 
( Private.) PS a 

Mx Lonp—In consequence of additional instruc- 
tions which I'received from my government this 
morning, I called’ about’noon at the foreign office, 
afd found, with regret, that your lordship was out 
df town. My object was to communicate to your 
lérdship thé powers under which I act, that you 
wiighit perceive their validity and extent. I have, 
however, sought to stafe them substantially in the 
official letter which Ihave herewith the honor to 
tfatisthit to your lérdsh*p, but should you find any 
ting that stands im need of explanation, previous 
to being submitted to his royal highnéss, I shall re- 
Main at 18, Behtinck-street, to receive the commands 
of your lordship. If your lordship could, in cour- 

sy, find any motive in niy personal convenience to 
hasten a decision upon thé propositions which I have 
submitted} the’ season of the year, my anxiety) to 
depart (all my arrangements being mode, and ull 
my baggage having’ left town) and the detention of, 
the Lark at much ’expefise, will plesd powerfully in 
my favor. . 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, 
your lordship’s very obedient and humble servant, 


reason to doubt but that it will be so exercised effec- 
tually and with good faith. arid 

Such a measure, as it might by suitable regulations 
und penalties be made completely effectMal and satis- 
factory, would eperate almost exclusively in favor 
of Great Britain; foras few American seamen ever 
enter voluntarily into the British service, the reci- 
procity would be nomjnal, and it is sincerely believed 
that it would be more than an equivalent for any ad- 
vantage she may derive from impressment. 

By the proposition. which I have now the honor to 
make in behalf of my government, your lordship 
will perceive the earnest desire of the president to 
remove every obstacle to an accommodation, whieh 
consists merely of form; and to secure the rights 
and interests of the U. States in a manner the most 
satisfactory and honorable to Great Britain as well as 
to America. 

The importance of the overture now made, will, I 
trust, iobtain for it the early consideration of his 
royal highness the Prince Regent, and I shall detain 
the vessel in which I have taken my passage to the 
Uyited States, until I have the honor to learn his de-- 
cision. 


I have the honor to be, my lord, with high coté. 


sideration, your lordship’s mest obedient servant, 
(Signed) JONA. RUSSEL. 
Lord viscount Castlereagh, Efc. Ee. Efe. 





LORD CASTLEREAGH TO MR. RUSSEL. . 
Lord Castlereagh presents. his .complimeats: tp 








(Signed) _ JONA. RUSSEL. 
Lard viscount Casticreath, Sci tat? e. 
Vou. HE 


Mr. Russel wad requésts to have wat Kenut of scBibg 
M . 




























FS in i Ie 


ip DRS EH oe tg "* se a “See Ses i = : 


nes 






























Tie ees 


mn 


—— Se 
en ee ae 
Or eee Sele 















































































pete eee =F «. 
pene ees 3a 


RG OS 2 cr 2 


eae 


Rea arm tae ae SR see fe oe 


173 





THE WEEKLY REGISTER—PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, 








bin. at Ins house in St James’s 
this evening. 


Foveign office, Sept. 16, 1812. 
N. B. Received a little before five o’clock. 


Square, at 9 o’clock 





MR, HAMILTON TO MR. RUSSEL, 


Dear Stn—I have not seen lord Castlereagh since 
his receipt of your two letters of the’ but have 
received his directions to say to you that he is con- 
cerned that he cannot have it in his power to reply 
to them for a few days; or would have had much 
pleasure in attending immediately to your 2g, i 
ih that respect. You may be assured that no delay 
will take place which can be avoided. 

Ian, dear sir, faithfully yours. 
W. HAMILTON. 
. Foreign Office, Sept. 16, 1812. 
Jonathan Russel, Esq. &c.. 








MR. RUSSEL TO MR, HAMILTON. 


Dean Sin—I have learnt with much regret and 
disappointment, that lord Castlereagh has directed 
you to inform me that it is not in bis power to give 
an immediate answer to the last letters which Ihave 
had the honor to address to him. The object of 
those letters was of a nature to require ai) Ei iy Ge- 
cision. Reluctant, however, by any prec:pitancy on 


rcerely laments that he does not feel himsel 


principles, which such a discussion musi in the first 
instance involve. ; 

Under these circumstances the Prince Regent sin- 
enabled 
to depart from the decision, which I was directed to 
convey to you in my letter of the 2d inst. 

I have the honor to be, sir, yourmost obedient ser- 
vant, CASTLEREAGH. 


. Jonathan Russel, Esq. Ec. 





MR. RUSSEL TO MB. MONROE, 
London, 19th September, 1812. 
Srr—Since w Paine you this morning, fearing that 
this government should infer from my silence an ac- 
quiescence. in the strange and anwarrantuble view 
which lord Castlereagh las in his last note thought 
ht to take of the overtures which T have submitted, 
and of the powers under which I acted, ] have con- 
sidered it my_duty to return an answer, of which the 
enclosed is a copy. 
With great consideration and respect, J am, sir, 
your assured and obedient servant, 
(Signed) JON A. RUSSEL. 
To the honorable James Monroe, Ec. 





MI. RUSSEL TO LORD CASTLEREAGH. 
London, 19th September, 1812. 








my part to protract the present unhappy relations 
between the two countries, I beg you to acquaint 
his lordship that I shall remain in town, until Sunds Ly; 
(the 20th instant) when, unless some special and , 

satisfactory reason be assigned for a longer delay, 
i shall consider it to be my duty to procced to Ply- 
mouth toembsark for the United Stites. 

Tum, dear sir, with great truth and respect, your 
obedient servant, 

(S: gned) JONA. RUSSEL. 

18 Bentinck-street, 16ih Sept. 1812. 

N. B. Sent at 3 o’clock. 





LORD. CASTLEREAGH TO MR. ROSSEL. 
Foreign Ofice, Sepi. 18th, 1812. 

Srr——Under the explanations vou have afforded me 
of the nature of the instructions which vou have re- 
ceived from vour government, T have, us on ihe pre- 
ced ng occasion, heen induced to lay your letter of 
tiie 19th cid ‘tont before his royal highness the 
Prince Regent. 

His royal highness commands me to express to you | 
his reg: ‘et that hie cunnot perceive uny substantial dif. 





My rorrp—TI had the honor to receive, last evening, 
your lordship’s nete of yesterday ; and have learnt 
with great regret and dis: (ppointment, that his roy- 


sul highness the Prince Regent has again rejected the 


just and moderate propositions for a stispension of 
hostilities, which I have been instructed to present 
on the part of my government. 

After the verbal explanations which I had the ho- 
nor to afford vour lordship on the 16th inst. both as 
to the object “and sufficieney of my instructions, I 
did not expect to hear repexied any objections on 
these points. For itself, the American government 
BS has nothing io disguise ; and by varying the proposi- 

ion a@s te the manner of coming to a preliminary un- 
derstanding, it merely intend led to leave to the BFi- 
tish government that which might be most congenial 
to iis feelings. ‘he propositions presented by me, 
however, on the 24th of August and 12th inst. are 
distinguish ableby a diversity inthe substance as well 
as in the mode of the object whic! they embraced ; as 
by the former, the discontinuznce of the practice of 
jupressment was to be immediate, and to precede 
the prohibitory law of the United States relative to 


P 


the emplovme ntof British seamen; when by the lat- 





ference between the proposition for a suspension of 
host:lities which vou ave now directed to make, and | 
isat which was contained m your letter of the 24th 
ot Ancust last. The form of the proposed arrange- 
nent, itis true, is different; but it only appears to | 
eimat executing the same purpose in a more covert, 
nid therefore, in amore objectionable m anner. 

You are now directed to require as preliminary to | 
# suspension of hostilities; « clecr and distinct under- 
stgD ine, without, however, requiring it to be forme! 
ak ov ali the points refe: red to in vour former prono- 
“vee ft is obvions, that were this proposal acceded 
to, the discussion on the several points must sub- | 
siantally precede the understanding req uired. 

This course of procce ding, x5 bearing on the face | 
@i ita charicter of disgnise, as nov oily felt to be 
iy principle madmissabie, but 18 “Ul likely to lead in | 
practice to any advantegeotis result; as it dues not | 
uppeur on the important subjcet of impressmeut that | 
you are either authorised to propose any nanan 
plan, with reference to w! hich the stspension of the 
practice should be made a subject of deliberatio n, 
ov that-vou have received any instructions for the | 
guidance of your conduct on semc of the Kuding! 


— 





‘er both these meusures are dehived to take effect 
simultaneously heresfier. 
Having made a precise tender of such law, and ex- 


hibaied the instructions which warranted it to yeur 


tlordship, Llave learnt with surprise that it does not 


)appear to vour lordship that Lum authorised to pro- 


pose ads specific plan on the subject of impressment. 
'} stili hope that the overtures made hy me may again 


‘be taken into consideration by his Britannic majes- 


ty’. government; and as T leave town this afternoon 


‘for the United States, that it will authorise: some 
‘agent to proceed thither and adopt them as a basis 


for a reconciliation between the two countries, an 


|eve niso devoutly to be wished. 


Thave the honor to be, my lord, your most obedi- 
jent humble servant, 
(Signed) JONA. RUSSEL. 
The rig At honorable lord € ‘astlereagh, ©. 





MR. RUSSEL TO MR. MONROE, 
Private.) 

On board the Lurk, 7ih Noventber, 1812. 
Str—T have the honor to mform you that Iam now 
passing the Narrows, uid expect to land im New- 


( 











-” ” 
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York this day. I conceive it to be my duty to repair 
to the seat of government, and shall set off as soon 
as T can obtain my baggage. In the meantime I am 
sorry to mform you, that the second proposition for 
un arnlistice was rejected like the first, and a vigo- 
rous prosecution of the war appears to be the only 
honorable alternative left to us. 

Ihave the honor to be, with great consideration 
and respect, sir, your very obedient servant, 

JONA. RUSSEL. 

The honorable James Monroe, &c. Ec. EF. 

‘The message and documents were resd, and order- 
ed to lic on the table. [See page 183.] 





ee ce ne ee 
- — 


Legislature of New-Jersey. 


Declaration of the Council and General Assembly of 
the state of New-Jersey. 


The authorities of the federal government having, 
on the 18th day of June last, declared war against 
the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ircland and 
its dependencies, the representatives of the peeple 
of New-Jersey at this momentous crisis, deem it an 
indispensable duty, to make Known tlicir opinions to 
the persons conducting the general government ; 
ever holding it an undoubted right to petition and 
remonstrate in regard to public measures. 

In performing this duty we refrain from entering 
upon a full rec:tal of the reasons and grounds which 
impel us to announce these opinions. 

The admonitiors of prfidence, the force of reason 


3. Resolved, That we view with inexpressible con- 
cern the course of that destructive policy which 
leads to a-connexion with the military despotism of 
France; and if it should so happen, as our fears sup 
gest, that a convention or confederacy, with that pow- 
er, either exists or is intended, we do not hesitate to 
declare, that such an event will be considered by us 
more dangerous than the war itself, and as tend- 
ing’, in its consequences, to a dissolution of the union 
of the United States. 

4. Resolved, That so long as it shall be the unh: p- 
py fute of oar country to be involved in war, the 
people and legislature of New-Jersey will perform 
all their constitutional duties, embracing all the post 
Ineans in their power to preserve the union, defend 
the state and honor of their country. 

5. Resolved, That it is requisite that: inquiry be 
speedily made into the causes of the calamitous 
events of the war, uml that the representatives of this 
state in the congress of the Umted Staies, be. re- 
quested, by all constitutional means in thew power, 
to effv-ct this important investigation.’ 

6. Lastly, resolved, That finding in the answer of 
the President of ihe United States to a proposed ar- 
nistice, that a principal object of the wer is to obtain 
redress against the British practice of impresement, 

ind finding further inan answer from the British go- 
vernment to another proposed armistice, that their claim 
does not extend beyond what it culls iis ancient and ac- 
customed practice ofimpressing British seamen from 
the merchant vessels of a foreign state, we do hereby 
declare our sviemn conviction that awar at the expense 





and justice, and the remonstrances of thousands, 
have been alike ineffectual and disregaurded—a great, | 
prosperous and. happy nation, without preparation 
have been suddenly plunged into an unnecessary, and 
as we fcar, hopeless war. 

Every thing dear to liberty—to independence—to} 
national honor—ail that the revolution accomplish- 
ed—and that thirty years of peace had ptocured: and 
secured to our country is put at the hazard of war. 

We, the representatives of the people of New-Jer- 
sey, chosen since the promulgation of this ruinous 
niecasure, owe it to our constituents and to ourselves, 
to make the followmg declarations in the hope that 
they inay tend to the restoration of peace, and that it 
may not hereafter be our reproach, to have given by 
silence, an implied sanction to measures so manifest- 
ly leading to the ruin of our beloved country. More 
especially we consider it our solenin duty to record 
these sentiments in behalf of the people of New-Jer- 
sey, sceing that before the declaration of war was 
made, when scarce « citizen of this state could believe 
such an event possible, the then legislature of New- 
Jersey, presented to the national government resolu- 


of American blood and treasure to proiect British sub- 
jects on the high seas from their due aliegiance to their 
country, would be unjust, and that the abuse of this 
practice in regard to .imerican seamen may be guard- 
ed against by an arrangement between the two govern- 
ments, and therefire thut a negociation for a treaty of 
peace should be immediately opened. 








Legislature of Rhode-Island. 


‘The general assembly of the state of Rhode-Island 


convened at Providence on the 6th ultimo and re- 

ceived the following mess..ge from the governor: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

Gentlemen of the IIvuse of Representatives, 

In obedicnee to your resolution of the 8th of July 
last, onthe 11thI wrote to major-general Dearborn, 
requesting him to cause to be delivered to me for 
the use of the militia ofthis state, the United States? 
urms then deposited in Newport; and have now the 
honor to lay before you that officer’s very singulur 
answer, under the date of July 14th. 





tions encouragmg and approbating war. 

We then, in the name of our constituents, chosen 
by them on the express grounds of being the friends! 
of peace, and most anxious to have restared to them 
and our country its estimable biessings, do resolve, 

1, That the war with Great Britain, m which the 
present administration has plunged the U. States, 
was inexpedient, ill-timed and most dangerously im-| 
politic—sucrificing at once countless biessings, and! 
incurring all the hazards and losses of men and trea-! 
sire, necessarily resulting from a contest with a na-| 
oA possessing so many means to anuoy and dis-! 
tress Us. , 

2. Resolved, That as the war was improvidently| 
cominenced, so hus the conduct of it proved wasteful 
and disastrous. ‘The adininistration being evidently 
chargeable with the multiplied disasters which have 
attended our arms, and consigned to captivity or 
death so many thousands of brave men, without the} 
attyoment of u single important obfect. 


On the 21st of July, 1 received another letter from 
general Dearborn, under the date of the 25th (that 
letter L also lay before you) in which he requests me 


ito order into the service of the Uy States (in addi- 


tion to this state’s quota of the 106,000 men ordered. 
by. congress) two oompzanies of artillery, and two 
companies of infantry, with a major, to be posted in 
the forts and batteries at Newport; an answer to 
which, on the 21st I wrote that officer, a copy of 
which is herewith presented. 

Being informed by the general, that the United 
States’ troops were to be ordcred from Newport, and 


liinding that the state was to be left without protec- 


tion, ) was induced to convene a council of war, and 
take their opinion of the measures most proper to 
udopt under these circumstances :—And although 1 
did not hesitate as it regarded my duty respecting 
this state’s cuota of militia, as ordered at May ses- 
sion, and called for by general Dearborn, yét con- 
sidering it a questicn of the highest importance ‘io 
| 
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- the councilof war did meet in tins’ town on the 24th, 
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the United States generally, and to to this state in 
particular, it became necessary to take their Opinion 
whether the militia of this state could be withdrawn 
from the authority thereof by the president of the 
Gnited Stites, “except” in the particular cases pro- 
vided for by the constitution of the United States, 
Kho is to be the judge, whether those exigences exist 
Gr motto". si? 4 ee 

~ With respect to the withdrawing of the United 
Stares’ trodps from Newport, however improper, yet 
4s imminent danger of invasion did not exist, and 
considering the deficiency of funds in our state 
treasiiry, the council were of opinion that it was 
not éexnedient, at that ‘time, to increase the cx- 

ense oi the state, by ordering any part of the militia 
Vito service. 

On the question whether the militia of this state 
can be withdrawn from the authority thereof, except 
31 the particnlar cases provided for by thé constitu-| 
tion of the United States, they are unanimously of 
Opinion, that they ceuld not. | ! 
“Gn the second question, viz. when the militia of 
the state are called for by the president of the United 
States, who is to be the judge whether those exigen- 
cies provided for by the coastitution of the United 
States, exist ar not? They were also unanimously 
of opinion that the executive of the state must, and 
of right ought to be the judge. 


On-the 22d of July, agreeable to your resolution ef 
the 9th,l wrete to the president of the United States, 


apply to him for arms, &c. and repeated my request, 
but obtained no reply. 

On ihe 16th of October, inst. I received a letter 
from the secretary of the war department, inform. 
ing me that the president of the United States had 
directed him to heeanl me an onder, which he then 
enclosed, on the assistant. secretary quar‘er-master 
at Newport for 1,000 stand of arms, and statmmg ¢hat 
500 had been delivered to the state before, and that 
arms.had been loaned to several volunteer companies 
at Newport; but as that order did not come to hand, 
on the same day I wrote the secretary, iniozmed him 
of the mistake, and renewed my request for ord- 
nance and s«minunition. 

Yiis very much to be regretted that there should 
exist a difference of opinion between the president 
of the United Siates and the government of the in- 
dividual states in any case, and particularly so as it 
respects the disposing of the detailed militia, when 
the nation is involved in war. Satisfied, however, 
that the principle adopted, and the course this state 
has pursued on that subiect is not only perfectly in 
agrcement with the letter, but with the spirit of 
the constitution of the United States, I conceive an~ 
adherence thereunto indispensable ; but should this 
general assembly think the course erroncous, there 
is now an opportunity to correct it. 

The decluration of war by the congress of the U. 
States against Great Briiain, has placed this state in 
a very perilous situation; having an cxtensive sca- 
coast accessible by a naval force; the principal part 





«nd enciosed him a copy of that resolution, and re- 
quested him to give orders to the proper ofticer tol 
celiver me two thousand stand of small arms, and six 
Culid tll eene.: let thé witalotinntitios of Steen. Mint 
eld pieces, with such quantities of emmunition, &c.| 
for the use of the state, as he should deem proper. 


On the 22d of August, as Thad received no an- 
swer, I wrote to the president of the United Siates 
again, enclosed a copy of the above letier, and re- 
peated my request for arms, &c.—and on the same 
day I wrote to the secretary at war informing him ot 
my application made to the president of the United 
States for arms, Ke. and requested him to furnish the 
Same as sooii as possible; and by the same mail, 1 
enclosed him a return of this state’s quota of detach- 
ed. militia, under the command of heutenant colonei 
John S. Eddy, and informed him'that they would be 
‘ready to act in the service of the United States when, 
in my opinion, any of the exigencies, provided for 
by the constitution of the United States, should ex- 
ist, agreeable to the opinion and advice of the council 
of wat, given me on the occssion. | 


On the 19th of September L received by express, 2 
letter from the honorable Simon Martin, under date 
of the 18th, in which L was informed of the agitation 
among the citizens of the Island of Rhode-tsland oc- 
casioned by the appearance of three British frigates 
near Point Jadith, and suggestmg the necessiiv of 
sending a part of the detached militia to their aid, 
or ealtmg the council ‘to determine on mexns the} 
most proper for their protection. ‘Fhat letter I lay 
before vou, observing that in conformity Werewith, 


when the better was had before them, and after ma- 
tare deliberation, I was advised and requested te is-| 
sue at order to the quarier-niaster-general of thus| 
state to produre as soon as practicable, a qnantity of 
powder and lead for the use of the state; but it was 
not advisable, under existing circumstances, to order | 
the detached militi, or: any part thercor into the ser- 
vice at present. 

On the 28th of September, by the request of the 
council of war, TI wrote (ic president of the United 
States a third letter, and enciosed him another copy 
of your resvlution ef July 19, regucsting mre to 











of the United States’ troops Uhat were thought ne- 
cessury even in time of peace, withdrawn fron: the 
statc, our forts and batievies very ily supplied with 
the munitions of war. 

Under these circumstances, should the president 
of the United Siates refuse to supply this stute with 
the ordaance and ammunition, for which I was re- 
quested to apply, and tue protection the general go- 
vernment are in duty bound to aftord, and for which 
this state has contributed so largely, and leave us to 
the mercy of an invading enemy, it will not only be 
the duty of every citizen to be prepared for the event, 
but of this general assembly to make an appropria- 
tion in aid thereof, to which Ircquest your attention. 

Relying with the fullest confidence on your dispo- 
sition to adopt and pursue measures the best calcu- 
lated to promote and secure tre peace and happiness 
of the citizens at large, I have only to assure you, 
gentlemen, that nothing constitutionally within my 
power, shail be wanting to effect an object so desira- 
ble. May the Supreme Governor of the universe 
aid you in your deliberations and crown your mea 
sures with his blessing. WA. JONES. 





Circuit court of the United States. 
PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT, 
Ocroser Ter, 1812. 
The Tulip, Funk, Wm. Shaw, of New-York, Claimaug 
: and i ppellant. 

The vessel and her cargo had been condemned, as 
lawful prize, to the privateer ATLas, .fuffet, upon 
the ground that the vessel was employed, afier the 
declaration of war, in the service of the enemy, to 
carey Mr. Fosren’s public dispatches, in charge ofa 
messencer, from New York to England, The claim- 
ani, Wittram Snaw, a naturslized citizen of New 
York, appevled fvom the sentence of condemnation, 
and the yppeal was heard, on the 27th and -28th of 
Octobe",upon an argument by Messrs. Hopkinson and 
Binney for the eppeilant, and, by Mr. Malias tor the 
Appellee. 

Upon the delivery of Mr. Foster's dispatches, un- 
upAied, to the district judgc,he directed them io be 





























THE WEEKLY REGISTER—“WEST-FLORIDA,” 


181 








submitted to the secretary of state, in order to ascer- 
tain whether, in the opinion of the executive, their 
contents were proper to be exhibited on the public 
record. The secretary of state returned office copies 
of the dispatches to Mr. Dallas (2s the law officer of 
the district) stating that it was not the wish of go- 
vernment, that publicity should be given to them, 
unless it was for the prométion of public or private 
justice. Judge Peters, when the demand was made, 
in the district court by the claimants counsel, for 
placing the dispatches, among the public exhibits in 
the court, dectared, that he did not think the disclo- 
sure necessary for the premotion of public or private 
justice; that, at ‘that time, it might be attended 
with some public inconvenience, by hastening the 
communication of the dispatches to the enemy ; and 
that it was enough, upon principle, as weli_as upon 
the precedents to be found in the admiralty law of 
England, and of france, and of other nations, to sub- 
stitute, in his own certificate, a general description 
of the matter contained in them. 

On the appeal, of the circuit court, the same preli- 
minary question occurred ; but Mr. Dallas, deliver- 
ing (conformably to his instructions) the dispatches 
to judge Washington, to be disposed of as the judge 
should direct, observed that, undoubtedly the great 
reason for withholding the publication of the dis- 
patches, i extenso, might be thought to have ceased 
by the lapse of time, and the arrival of Mr. Foster 
in England. So far as information was to be convey- 
ed to the enemy, the object of the dispatches was ef- 
fected, by personal communications; and as to Mr. 
Foster's conjectures, relative to the conduct of our 


{rom a serics of direct and uniform decisions,. that 
the vessel and curgo of a subject, taken in the act.of 
irading with an enemy, were liable to condemnatipg, 
in the prize court, as prize of war ty the captors... 
The principie, which proh:bits trade and com- 
merce With the enemy, exists, therefore, independent 
of those opinions and judgments which have been 
proncunced by sir William Scott, subsequent to the 
revolution: And to that principle, Ishould resort 
on the. present.occasion, with compleat confidence, 
although no adjudged case in point, could be pro- 
duced. . 
If trade and commerce with the enemy are unlaw- 
ful, carrying the public dispatches of the enemy (the 
worst kind of conmerce with te encmy) catinot 
he lawful. The same principle of the maritime law, 
which makes that species of trading, which consists 
in the mere intercourse of buy ing and selling, an of- 
fence ; with sironger reasons for the public safety, 
must condemn the act of conveying irtelligence to 
the enemy. The argument from analogy is irresisti- 
ble, I repeat, independent of all authority. ; 
Nor is it an: decuate newer to this course of rea- 
soning, that the offence conumitted by a citizen, m 
carrying the dispatches of the enemy is an offence at 
common law, or by statute. The same may be said 


In both cases, the offender may be prosecuted person 
ally ; and, in both cases, the offending vehicle, if ta- 
ken in the unl.wful act, may, also be condemned as 
prize of war. In neither case, does the condemnation 
proceed on the ground of the party being actually an 





government, the public documents sufficiently prov- 
ed their fallacy. Mr. Dallas, however maintained the 
correctness of the decision of the district judge, un 
der the circumstances existing when it was pronoun- 
ced, and referred to the authorities upon the subject. 

Judge Wushingion, on the succeeding morning, di- 
rected the dispatclies to be made exisits in ihe cause, 
saying, that he hai not formed, and did not mean 
to intimate, any opinion upon the general question, 
whether such documents might not be withheld from 
the record, upon principies of public policy ; bat 
that he was of opinion, that the reason for withhold- 
ing them in this case, had ceased, and that the pub- 
lication could not be attended with any injurious con- 
sequences to ihe government. 


The cause was then argued’ on the three grounds! 


taken by the counsel jor the claimant: 1. That 
trading with the enemy was not, in itself, unlawfu! — 
2. That carrying the dispatches of the enemy was 
not trading, within the meaning of the principles and 
authorities cited for the libellant. 
any offence was committed in carrving the dispatch- 
es in the present case, it was the oifcnce of a ciiizen, 
against the municipal law of his own country, not aa 
ottence in violation of the law of nations ; and conse- 
quently, that the offender could only be prosecuted 
and punished, according to the common law, or the 
statute law, neither of which would justify a capture 
and condemnation of the vessel and cargo, as prize 
of war, in a court of admiralty. 

The judge having continued the cause for advise- 
ment, delivered his opinion in substance, as fol- 
jow :-— 

Wasnineton, Justice. Ihave perused, with atten- 
tion, the papers, and the authorities, which have 
been exhibited and cited, in this cause ; and I pro- 
ceed, with perfect satisfac uon,to pronounce an affirm- 
ance of the decree of the district judge. 

Trading with an enemy, was an offence against 
the maritime law, leng before the American revolu- 
tion; and as far back as the records of the English 
admiralty can be traced, it appears, incontrovertably, 


And 3d. That if 


enemy, nor of the property being actually owned by 
anenemy; but in both cases, the purty acts as if he 
were an enemy: and, therefore, the. maritime law, 
treats the property, as if it belonged to an enemy. 
Upon the whole, I do not.thinkit necesszry to go 
into a further detail of the grounds of my judgment, 
las I have not the slighest doubt upon the case. 
Let the decree of the District Court be confirmed. 


“W est-Florida.” 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 
) Fort Stoddert, Mis. Ter. Oct. 21, 1812. 

To THE ENITORS.—I have taken the liberty to ev- 
close you an opinion of the honorable Judge T'ou/min, 
jin the case of the United States against the schooner 
Maria, depending on the question whether the town 
of Mobile could, after the fourth of May last, be re- 
garded as a foreign port. . 

As the expectztions of the people of that country 
were raised in a high degree hy the act: ot “.Annera- 
tion to the Mississipi Territory :’—as the people re- 
garded themseives frem that day as American citi- 
zens, and as the security and perhaps the lives of a 
great numbcr of men, well affected to our govern- 
ment, depend on this question and on the disposi- 
tion of the national legislature to support them in the 
enjoyment of those rights, which it is Fetieved have 
been assured to them; I have supposed that the of/- 
cial opinion herewith transmit‘ed, m' ght be considcr- 
ed as an interesting article, for your valuzble ga- 
zette. Tam yours, &c. J.B. W. 

TIF. U. STATES, vs. THE. SCHR. MARIA, - 

The schooner libelled in this case sailed from MW. 
Orleans on or about the 3d day.of Mav last. Her 
load was destined partly for Mobile and partly for 
Fort Stoddert. On her way she was met by a gun- 
boat, znd received some imperfect communici'tion of 
the existence of anembargo. She went to Mobile, 
delivered about the 15th of the same month, that 
part ofher cargo which was destined for that place, 
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of trading in the strict sense with an enemy, Which. 
is, unquestionably, a misdemeanor at common law, 
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and came to Fort Staddert, where she wus seized for, the fgfovernor to such parts of the province 2s were in 
a violation of the embergo iaw. a revolutionary state, and directed him not to molest 
It is. contended on behalf of the owner, that no! the representatives of the Spanish monarchy. 
such notice was given of. the embargo as she was! Under these orders governor Claiborne excluded 
bound to respect; that whatever information was/the town of Mobile from the operation of American 
communicated to the captain of the schooner, was so|jurisprudence. But the congress of the United States 
raguely given us not to justify his passing Mobile|prob:.bly deeming some definite expression of the 
without delivering the articles which he had con-| national sentiment now to be necess: ty, the congress 
tracted to leave at that place. ; on the eve of a war with the fast ally of Spain, the 
But it is moreover contended, that supposing he! congress, satisfied from experience that no conces- 
bad. possessed a full knowledge of the existence of}sion was to be expected, and that nothing but a de- 
an embargo ; it would not have rendered him crimi-/claration from the highest «uthority on the continent 
nal in going to Mobile, inasmuch as an act of the con-| would induce the ally of Britain to relinquish one 
gress of the United States, pussed on the 14th day|foot of territory, actually though unjustly occupied 
of May last, antecedent to the time when this schoo-}—deckwed on the 14thof May last the whole coun- 
ner touched at Mobily, had declared that the coun-|try (without exception) east of Pearl river, west of 
try including the town of Mobile should be regarded | the Perdido, ‘and south of the 21st degree of latitude 
asa part of the Mississippi Territory, and as such|to be annexed to the Mississippi territory :—and to 
“the governed by the laws now in force thercin, or|prevent all doubts about jurisdiction, and all discuse, 
which may hereafter be enacted, amd the laws and!sions between rival authorities, they further declar- 
ordinances of the United States relating thereto, in}ed that the laws in force in the said territory and the 
like manner as if the same had originally formed ajlaws and ordinances of the United States relating 
part of the same territory, and that the mhabitunts of] thereto, should be in force in the territory so annex- 
the district so annexed should be entitled toa repre-|ed. And, however to give weight and popular ener- 
sentative in the general assembly thereof” The) gy to the said provision, they authorised a represen- 
question to be determined, therefore, is whether the) tation in the provincial legislature from the said ter- 
country thas annexed to the Mississippi territoryjritory, and in fact, especially from the town of Mo- 
and thus rendered subject to its laws, or any part of| bile, which holds a large proportion of qu: lified con- 
thet country, is a foreign plece, or is to all intents) stituents—Could the governor of the Mississippi 
and purposes an append:ge of the United States. territory then, do otherwise, than to assure the pco- 
Ona mere perusal of the iaw just recited, it should! ple of that district the full enjoyment of the rights, 
scem that no such quest:on could possibly be made.| privileges and immunities of American citizens ?’ 
The fact, however, -is that a foreign government! And if he has made no discrimination, between 
docs claim the exercise of jurisdiction over the! the people residing in Mobile and those residing in 
whole of the territory included within the limits |other parts of the district, it is because the law ad- 
above named 7 that no formal possession by military | mitted of no such discrimination. He stoed indeed, 
force has been taken of any part of the country, but/on higher ground than the governor of the late terri- 
at an almost uninhabited spot near the bay of St.|tory of Orieans. The latter was circumscribed by 
Louis; that American jurisdiction however seems in| presidential restrictions, well adapted to the state of 
some -iape or other to have been exercised in the|the times: the former was unrestricted. He had no 
whole of the country west of the river Mobile, ex-; guide but the law: and the law declared that the 
cept in the small town of that name; and that in|whole of the country from Pearl river to Perdido 
the territory east of the Mobile, no purisdiction, ei-|made a part of the Mississippi territory. 
ther Spanish or American, has been exercised for} Buta vessel is seized and libelled for going to Mo- 
two years*pas', bile, a town in the disir.ct so annexed, in violation of 
The act of congress not only declares that the laws} tlic law prohibiting a departure to any foreign port 
of the Mississipmi and of the United States shall go-jor place. The question then is—what constitutes a 
yern the same without exception, but authorises aj country foreign or domestic ? 
member to be chosen from the same to the teteitin! If it be nothing but occupancy by military force, 
rial lerisleture—imd,yit is probable that one helf of|no part of the district added by congress to the 
the qualified electors res:de within the town of Mo-| M:ssiss:ppi territory, but the sand hills of the pass 
bite, and no cianse whatscever in the law deprives|of Christianne, is comprehended within the limits of 
them of the.clective tranchise. ihe American Republic. If it be the exercise of ju- 
The governor has moreover ereeted the country so/risdiction, then the limits of our territory will vary 
annexed to the Mississipp: Territory into a county, | with the times, and the energy of American magis- 
and has, without reseryution, declared the inhabi-|trates, or the vigor of conflicting authorities, will 
tants thercof to be entitled to all the rights, shies kala describe our national boundaries. If it be the 
es and unmunities of American citizens. Indeed itlexercise of the constituent privilege, in electing 
does not uppezr that he possessed any power of mak-}memb« rs to the representative assembly, it will then 
ing? a reservation. depend on the fears and hopes—upon the timidity 
Tire ground on which he stands with relation to!and courage—upon the slavish submission or manly 
this country, is materialty diferent from that which |indcpendcnce of private individuals. 
yras occupied hv the governor of the late territory of} Butif it be the raw, then have we a plain and defi- 
Orleans. When Louisiana was tirst possessed by the !nite line of demarkation. The national will is the 
United States, the country east of the island of Or-|busis of our pretentions; and the national energies 
Joans Was untouched by the American government,jare the guarantee of their integrity. 
‘The national authorities seemed for a time to be os-| Truly perplexing and puinful is the situation of a 
tating between the right of Spain and that of the |judicial officer whose decision seems to invoive a 














¢ i 
Uaued States. Imperions circumstances at length }questionof war and pesce, and on the eventual ope- 
c'Hed upen.the President to adopt decisive mca-}ration of which it may depend whether the national 


; 


irées, He, authorised the governor of Orleans tojcights shall be tumely surrendered to a foreign usur- 
take possession of the whole of the country cededjpation, or whether the vassals ofa rival power shall 
b -treuty to the American republic. Anxious, how-tbe driven fia our terriiory. Such points seem to 
ever, to avoid -colfision with foreign powers in ulrest more properly with other departments of the go- 
gluic Of amity with this nation; he wisely restricted!vernment: but if under a combination of peculiar 








































































































THE WEEKLY REGISTER—PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 183 


ee ne Te OO eek. Ra ie eee 


circumstances they are forced upon the attention of place is really foreign, which the national legislature 
a judicial officer, he will not shrink from the dis-jhas pronounced to be incorporated with our territory’ 
charge of his duty, though he will at the same time}and subject toour laws. Alterations in the state of 
deem it a c:recumstance peculiarly auspici us that the]a country may, indced, sometimes take place, sub- 
national legislature, being in session at the moment, sequent io the passing of a law relating to it, and for 
will have it in their power at once (if they can con-| which the law had made no provision. On such oe» 
descend to do it) to relinquish claims to a jurisdiction casious some doubts mey be created. But where a 
which they are unprepared to support, or to modif) judge finds a place, declared by law to be domestic, 
or explain « law which may Jead to-consequences not iprecisely in the situation in which it was, and in 
previously apprehended, or rather,to give force andi which it was known to he, when the declaration was 
eificacy to it by’an arm stronger than that of the civil| made; shell he take upon himself the awful respon- 
Inagistrate, | sibility of prononneing it to be foreign ? Shall he sus- 
{make these observations under the impression pect the national representatives of trifling, when in 
that the question now before the court, whether|the discharge of their solemn functions ? . 
Mobile be a foreign place—though merely involving} Shall he suppose it possible that they could make 
the fate of a single vessel, under a law now expired |an idle boast of possessing territory, which they for- 
—<loes in fact depend on general principles ; which, | bade their officers to occupy ; that though deciaring 
if adjudged to be in favor of the claimant, must lead that their laws should be the rule of action, they did 
tg a general. exercise of American jurisdiction in'not mean that they should be’ enforced?) Shall he 
the town of Mobile, and to the entoreement of it by harbor the dishonorable idea that the government 











ali the means whjch the law has placed at the dispo-jcould delude the people of the country with promi- 
sal of her ministers.” On this account, it might be|ses of American protection and ihe vain hope of ene 
mare agreeable to wave a decision; but the question: joying republican laws and institutions, whilst the 
will be presented perpetually and forced upon our|yvery ministers of the government were expected to 
yicw, apd amore proper ume cannot occur than the! regard them as foreigners, and the colonial subjects 
present. of an Europesn monarchy? Shall conceptions, 80 
I must acknowledge that when [ find the congress | dishonorable to the character of the sovereign power 
of the United States declaring that a certain portion|of the state, be suffered for one moment to enter the 
of territory described by that body is annexed to the |breast of a judicial officer? If he find, ina country 
Mississippi territory; that it shall be governed by declared to be American, still some remnants of fo- 
the laws thereof, and entitled to a representative in;reign jurisdiction ; ought he not to suppose that the 
the general assembly ; J feel it impossible to say, as jlegislative body disowned it to be such as could be 
an Anicrican magistrate, that any part of the terr-jrccegnized by the law of nations, or mtended that, 
tory so described is a foreign country. I know of no| whatever character it was viewed in, it should gra- 
better critegion by which to determine the national !dually be done away by the operation of civil process, 
character of any part of the country, but the “su-| supported with energy, conformably to the genuine 
preme jaw of the land.” If the “judges are bound !spirit of our constitution and laws ¢ If they have pro- 
thereby, any thing in the constitution or laws of any imised protection to the people of such a country, 
siate to the contrary notwithstanding,” (Con. U. 5.\they will not suffer those people to become a prey to 
art. Vi.) surely they are bound thereby notwith-|the jealousy or resentment of « foreign faction ; 
standing any pretensions set up by un assemblage ofjtiev will styengthen the hands of the civil mugistrate 
individuals professing allegiance, not to an American|—they will nfake good their promises to the people 
state, but to a foreign power. —they will redeem their pliyhted faith, and support 
if we abandoned this rule, it would probably be|the honor and dignity of the national councils. 
extremely difficult to find a substitute. The very On the whole view of the subject, therefore, Lcan- 
territory in question presents three or four different}not regard any part of the territory lying east of 
aspects, as to its pohtica] state, and the kind of oc-}Pearl river, west of the Perdido, and south of the 
cupancy which the rival nations possess in it, whilst;31st degree of latitude, as having been a foreign 
over the whole a jurisdiction is claimed by both.—|country since the 14th day of May last. Judge 
What rule, then, can we follow but the law of the|ment, therefore, is given in favor of the claimant, 
Iand? If a judicial officer finds the country overjand the bond entered into by him is directed to be 
which he presides, so unfortunately situated, as thatjcancciled. As to the question whether was a rea- 
though the national will has said that the laws shall |sonable cause of seizure, J am willing to admit that 
rule therein, the will of individuals (whose subjects /the collector was justifiable at that time in regarding 
soever they may be) stands in opposition, and is for|the townof Mobile as a foreign port, as the law of 
the moment triumphant over the will of the nation, !congress, deciaring it otherwise, Was then unknown. 
wiuch is he to respect? Shall private wili become trie! A letter from the officer commanding the gun-boats 
umphant ? Sholl he admit that they do not belong to!has been produced, #nd if the facts, thereim stated, as 
the United States ? Shall he admit their pluce of re-|to the notification of the embargo were established 
sidence to be a foreign country? Shalihe denation-jon oath, they would merit attention, and ought to 
alize a territory, which the supreme authority has have considerable weight. L shall, therefore, leave 
declared to belong to the United States, and to be'this point open for farther investigstion and future 
subject to their jurisdiction? Ido not see how he decision. Hi. TOULMIN. 
can consistently pursuc this course. Some inconve-| 19th October, 1612. 
nience no doubt may result from adhering to the prin- fi a A 
ciples of the law. Inconveniencies always must arise, > 
where there are collisions of authority ; and it wis . I ublic Documents, 
net probably be easv to balance those which may ; 3 
ait from Wiel, views of the present question | Accompanying the Message of the President 
and different modes of acting upon it. It is, how-| of Novenber 18. 
ever, a matter of so much importance to preserve in i Trad 
practice a due regard to the authority of legislative 
acts, constitutionally called into existence, that it Washington, November 16, 812. 
would be difficult.to conceive acase, in which a ju-| Sim—f{ have the honor to wand you herew.th an 
dicial officer could be permitted to declare that alaecount of the conversation alluded w in a posteript 








MR, RUSSEL TO THE SECRETARY OF STATT. 
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ta my letter of the 17th of September and which I 
had not sufficient time then to copy. ° 

I, have the honor to be, with great. consideration 
and respect, sir, your obedien€ servant, 

, : Ga JONA. RUSSEL. 

Zhe hon, James Monroe, esq. &c. Se, ' 
_ MR, RUSSEL TO THE SEURETARY OF STATE. 

Oa London, September 17, 1812. 
_ Srr--On the 12th inst. I hud the honor to receive 
your letter of the 27th of July last—I called imme- 
diately at the Foreign Office to prepare lord Castle- 
reagh, by imparting-to him the nature and extent of 
my instructions, fer the communication which it 
became me to make to him. His lordship was in the 
eountry and I was obliged to write to him without 
previously secing him. I however accompanied my 
oficial note (A*) with a private letter (B) offering 

explanation, if required, and soliciting dispatch. 

T waited until two o’clock, the 16th: inst. without 
hearing from his lordship, when I was much surpri- 
sed at receiving a note (C) from My. Hamilton, the 
under secretary, indefinitely postponing an ofticial 
reply. ; 


- fo give more precision to the transaction, I in- 


structions the revocation of the orders in council on 
the 23d of June, had been received at Washington; 
and that great hopes were entertained of the favota? 
ble effect: such intelligence woukl produce there. — 
The question of impressment, he went ori to observe, 
was attended with difficulties of which neither I of 
my government appeared to be aware. Indeed” 
the continued “ there Nas evidently been much mis- 
apprehension en this subject, and an erroneous be- 
liet’ entertained that an arrangement, in rat to it, 
has been nearer an accomplishment than ‘the factd 
will warrant. Even our friends in congress, T mean”® 
(observing perhzps some alteration in my counte- 
ance) “those who were opposed to going to war 
with us, have been so confident in this mistake that 
thev have ascribed the failure of such an’ arrange- 
ment solely to the misconduct of the American go- 
vernment. © This-error probably originated with Mr. 
King, for being much esteemed here, and always 
well received by ‘the persons then in power, he 
scéms to have misconstrued their readiness to listen 
ito his representations and their warm professions of 
a disposition to remove the complaints’ of America, 
im reiation to impressment, into a supposcd convic- 
tion on their part of the propriety of adopting the 


stantly ddressed to him answer (D) and a little be-'plan which he had proposed. But lord St. Vincent, 


fore five o’clock on the same day, I received an invi- 
tation (EB) from lord Castiereagi: to meet him at his 
house that evening at nine o'clock. 
~ } waited on his lordship, at the time appointed, in 
éeompeny with Mir. ilamitton, at a table loaded with 
the records of American correspondence, which 
they appeared to have been examining. | 
Twas courteously received, and atter a conversa- 
tion of a few minutes on indifigrent subjects, I led 
the way to the business on which T came, by obscry- 
ing that Lhad once more been authorised to present 
the olive branch aad hoped it would not be again 
rejected, | * 
His lordship observed that he had desired the in- 
terview to ascertain, before he submitted mv commu- 
nication of the 16th inst. to the prince regent, the 
form and nature of the powers under whiclel acted. 
To satisfy him at once on both those points J put into 


whom he might have thought he had brought over 
to his opinions, appears never for a moment to have 
ceased to regard all arrangement on the ‘subject to 
be attended with formidabie, if not insurmountable 
obstacles. This is obvious from a letter which his 
lordship addressed to sir William Scott at that tine.” 
Here lord Castlereagh read a letter, contained in the 
records beforé him, in Which lord St. Vincent states 
to sir Wilham Scott the zeal with which Mr. King 
had assailed him on the subject of impressment, 
confesses his own’ perplexity and total mcompeten- 
cy to discover any practical project for the safe dis- 
continuance of that practice and asks for council and 
advice. “Thus you see,” proceeded lord Castle- 
reagh, “that the confidence of Mr. King on this 
point was entirely unfounded.” | ae 
“The éxtreme difficulty, if not total impracticabi- 
lity of any satisfactory arrangement for the disconti- 





bis hands your letter of the 27th of July.» 1 the 
more willingly adopted this mode of procedure as, ! 
besides the contidence which its frankness was cal:! 
euluted to produce, the letter itself would best deé- 
fine my authority and prove the moderation and cons| 
gilintory temper of my government, 

kiss lordship read. it .attentively—He then com-! 
mented at some length both on the shape and sub. 
giance of my powers. With regard to the former, 
he observed that all my authority was contained in a} 
etter from the secretary of state, which, as my di- 
plomatie functions had ceased, appeared but a scan- 
ty foundation on which to place the important ar- 
rangement J had been instructed to propose. ‘With 
gegard to the extent of my. powers, he could not 
perceive that they cssentially differed from those 





nuance of impressment is niost clearly manifested 
by the result of the negociation carried on between 
Messrs. Mongoe and Pinkney and lords Auckland and 
Holland. The doctrines of which these noblemen 
had been the advocates, when in opposition, bound 
them by all the force of consistency to do every 
thing under their commission for the satisfaction of 
Amcrica relative to impressment, which the subject 
would possibly admit. There were many circumstan- 
ces on that occasion peculiarly propitious to an ami- 
cable arrangement on this point, had such an arrange- 
mént been at all attainuble. Both parties according- 
ly appear to have exhausted their ingenuity in at 
tempting to devise expedients satisfactorily to per- 
form: the office of impvessment, snd noting can 


‘more conciusively demonstrate the inhcrent difficuls 













under which I had brought farward the propositions itv of the matter, and the titter impossibility of find- 
eontained in mv note of the 24th of August. He ling the expedient which they sought, than that all 
considered that to enter with me into the understand!! their labors; pursed on that océasion with unexam- 
ing, required as a preliminary toa convention for an pled diligence, cordiality and good faith, should 
armistice, he would, be compelled te act on unequal | have been in Wain,” s 
round, as from his situation he must necessarily!. His lordship now turned to a letter in a volume be- 
pledge his government, when, from the nature of}fore him addressed at the close of the negociation by 
my suthority, 1 could - give no similar pledge for |these commissianers to the American mimisters, con- 
ynine, He could not therefore think of committing ceived im the kindest spirit of conciliation, im which 
the British faith and leaving the American govérn-! they profess the most earnest desire to remove all 
ment free to disregard its engagements. Besides it}canse of complaint on the part of America cencern- 
did not appear to him that at the date of my last in-|ing impressment; regret that their endeavors had 
ip menyine : ‘hitherto beén ineffectual, lament the necessity of 
* The notes here referred to have already been| continuing the practice and promise to provide as far 
communicaicd to Congress, eb les passible-arainst the abuse of it, ht aS it 
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“If,” resumed his lordship, “such was the result a measure seems to liave been, confidently entertain- 


e? . . 


of a negociation entertained under circumstances so!ed, and the orcers in council appeared no longer te 


“ion of the arties were limited only by the difficul- 

ieg of the subject, what reasonable expectation can 
Be cucouraged that in the actual state of things, with 
your circumscribed and imperfect authority, we can 
come to a more successful issue ? 1 shall have to pro- 


tion and cirgumspection ; and it will be necessary 
for me to consult the great law officers of the crown. 

You are not aware of the great sensibility ard jea- 
lousy of the people of Engfund on this subject, and 
no administration could expect to remain in power 
that should consent to renounce the right of impress- 
ment, or to suspend the practice, without the cer- 
tainty of an arraugement which should obviously be 
calculated most unequivocally to secure its objcct. 
Whether such an arrangement can be devised is ex- 
tremely doubtful, but it is very certain that you have 
no sufficient powers for its accomplishment.” 

Such was the substance, and, in many. parts, the 
language of his lordship’s discourse. To which Lre- 
plied that the main object of my powers being to ef- 

ect a suspension of hostilities, their form could not 
be material. It was sufficient that they emanated 
from competent authority and were distinctly and 
clearly conferred. ‘That in requiring as a condition 
to an armistice a clear understanding relative to im- 
pressment snd other points of controversy between 
the two countries, it was intended merely to lay the 
basis of an amicable adjustment and thereby to dimi- 
nish the probability of a renewal of hostilities. To 
come to such an understanding, to be in itself infor- 
mal, and which expressly left the details of the points 
which it embraced to be discussed and adjusted by 
commissioners to be hereafier appointed, wascertain- 
ly within the instructions which Lhad received, and 
Fcould of course, thus far, pledge my government for 
its observance. I did not acknowledge the force of 
his objection, predicated on the inequality of our re- 
spective powers, nor perceive how the British faith 
would be particularly committed. The faith of both 
governments would be equatly committed, for what- 
eVer was done under their respective, authcrity ; and 
although his lordship might have power to. go be- 
yond thé armistice and understanding for which I 
Was, instructed, yet there was no necessity for doing 
so, and while we acted within those limits, we stood 
on equal ground. And were it.otherwise, yet, as 
the promise of the one party would be the sole con- 
sideration for the promise of the other, should either 
fail in the’performance of its engagements, the other 
would necessarily be discharged, and the imputation 
of bad faith could alone attach to the first delinquent. 
Nor was I dismayed at the very formidable diffieul.: 
ties with which he had thought proper to array the 
subject of impressment, and although willing to ac- 
knowledge my inferiority to the American negocia- 
tors who had preceded me in the matter, yet I was 
not disposed on account of their failure to shrink | 
from the discharge of a duty imposed on me by my| 
government. To me indeed the whole question ap- 
peared much less Alarming than his lordship had de- 
scribed jt to be. And that if Mr. King had really 
been mistaken with regard to the near complction 
of an adjustment, his lordship must, on an attention 
to the whole correspondence at the time, acquit him} 
from the imputatjon of ary excessive want of, pene- 
tration, 

As to the supposed ignorance,in, America of the 
reyocation of the orders in council, at the time) 
my imstructions were dated, I observed, that if), 
this ignorance did in fuct exist, yet, from certain ex-| 
pressions jn those instructions,an expectation of such! 





ged in's0 weighty a concern with the utmost delibe-| 


Pighly avorable, where the powers und the disposi-|form an obstacle to a conciliation. However this 
ion) 


might be, it ought not to be supposed that the Ame- 
rican government Would be ready to «bandon one 
main point for which it contended merely hecanse it 
had obtained another, which was gencralhly consi; 
dered to be of minor importance, and to stkmit to 
the continuance of impressment on account of the 
discontinuance of the orders in-council. At any nate 
having authorised me to propose terms of accommo, 
dation here, it would probably wait for informatica 
concerning the manner in which they bad, been re- 
ceived, before it would consent to more unfivorable 
conditions. In vhe mean time the war would be pro- 
secuted, and might produce new obstac'es: to a paci- 
fic arrangement. I was happy to learn that the fai, 
lure of a former negociation concerning impressment 
could not be ascribed to a want of sincerity and mop 
deration in the American government; and I hoped 
the mode now suggested for securing to Great Brir 
tain her own seamen might remove the difficulties 
which bad hitherto embarrassed this. qucstion.—— 
If the people of England were so jealous.and. sensie 
tive with regard to the exercise of this harsh practice, 
what ought to be the. feelings of the people of Ame- 
rica who were the victims of it ? In the United States 
this practice of impressment was considered as bears 
ing a strong resemblance of the slave trade, iggra- 
vated indeed in some of its features, as the ne 
was purchased already bereft of his liberty, and his 
slavery and exile were at least mitigated by his exe 
emption from danger, by the intcrested forbearance 
of his task master, and the consciousness that if he 
could no longer associate with those who were dear 
to him, he was not compelled to do them. injury— 
while the American criuzen is torn without price at 
once from all the blessings of freedom aud all the cha. 
rities of social life, subjected to military law, exposed 
to incessant perils, and forced at times to hazard his 
life in despoiling or destroying his kindred or huis couns 
trymen. Itwzas matter of astonishment, that while 
Great Britain discovered such zeal for the abolition 
of the trafic in the berbarous and unbelieving natives 
of Africa, as to endexvor to force it on her reluctant 
allies, that she should so obstinately adhere to the 
practice of impressing American citizens, whose eis 
vilization, religion, and blood, so obviously demand. 
ed a more favorable distinction. 

I next pointed out to his lordship the difference 
between the propositions which I now submitted, 
aid those contained im my note of the 24th of August, 
That although the object of both was essentially the 
same, there was a grest diversity in the manner of 
obtaining it. The discontinuance of the practice of 
impressment, which was before required to be imme- 
diate and to constitute a formal preliminary to an 
armistice, was now deferred to commence cotempo, 
raneously with the operation of the law of the United 
States prohibiting the employment. of British seas 
men, and was consigned, with the other conditions, 
to a separate and informal arrangement. In this way 
it was no doubt intended by respecting the feelings 
of the British government, to obviate any objection 
which might have becn the mere suggestions of its 
pride, 

I finally offered in. order to answer at once all the 
observations and enquiries of lord Castlereagh, that 
the proposed understanding should be expressed in 
the most general terms—that the laws to take effect 
on the discontinucnce of the practice of impressment 
should prohibit the employment of the native. subs 
jects or citizens of the one state, excepting: such one 
ly ashad aiready been naturalized, on board the 
private and public ships of the other—thug removing 
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any objection that might have been raised with re- 
gard to the future effect of naturalization or the for- 
mal renuneiation of any pretended right. With re- 
gard to blockades, I proposed to follow the same 
course, and only agree that none should be instituted 
by either party which were not ‘conformable to the 
acknowledged l:ws of nations—!eiving the definition 
of such blockedes and all other details, to be scttled 
by the commissioners in the definitive trexty. 

I was disappointed and grieved to find that these 
propositions, moderate and liberal as they were, 
should be treated in a menner which forbkl me to 
expect their acceptance. I was even asked by Mr. 
Hamilton, if the United States would deliver up the 
native British seamen who might he naturalized in 
America? Although shocked at this demand, 1] 
mulcdly replied that such a procedure would be dis- 
graceful to America without being useful to Great 
Britain—that the habits of seamen were so peculiarly 
mnaccommodating that no ene would patiently go 
through the long probation, required by law, to be- 
come the citizen of a country where he could not 
pursue his professional occupations—and that not to 
employ him in this way would be virtually to surren- 
der him to Great Britain. ; 

I was disposed to believe, however, that a reci- 
procal arrangement might be made for giving up 
deserters from public vessels. 

Here, perhaps, I owe an apology to my govern- 
ment, for having, without its precise commands, 
hazarded the overture ubove-me itioned, relative to 
British subjects who may herezfier become-citizens 
of the United States. In taking this step, however, | 
X persuaded mysclf that Fdid not trespass against 
the spirit of the instructions which I had received ;} 
wid had the proposition been seccpted, I should not| 
have been without all hope that it would have been 
apnoroved by the president, as its prospective opera-| 
tion would have prevented injustice, and its rccipro-, 
city disgrace. Should I, however, urged by too| 
great a zeul to produce an accommodation, have | 
mistaken herein the intentions of the President, 1) 
still should have derived some consolation from re-! 
flecting that this proposition, thtis frankly and expli-| 
extly mac 





oo. 
“s+ 


’ ifforded an opportunity of satisfactorily | 
testing the disposition of tiis government and might | 
be usefulin removing much misconception and er-' 
re. The refitsalof this proposition sufficiently ex-, 


offensive, but merely to suggest that if the American 
government sincerely wished for a restoration of the 
friendly relations between the two eountries,it would 
consider the revocation of the erders in council as 
affording a fair occasion for the attainment of that 
object. After a pause ofa few moments he added, 
that ifthe U. States did not avail themselves of this 
occasion, not only to put an end to the war, which 
they had declared, but to perform the conditions on 
which those orders were revoked, that the orders 
would, of course, revive. Iconld not forbear to re-- 
mind his lordship, that when IT took thts view of the 
stibject, in my note of the 24th of August, he had 
found it to be sncorrect ; but Lhoped that; now I was 
so fortunate as to agree with him on this point, some 
provision would be made, in case the terins proposed 
for an armistice’s!.ould be accepted, to prevent the 
revival of those edicts. His lordship attempted to 
explain, but I could not distinctly seize his meaning. 

The conversation ended with an assurance cn the 
part of his Iordship that be would, with as little de- 
lay as possible, con;municate meer | to me the de- 
cision of the Prince Regent, and I took my leave, for- 
hidden to hope that, while the present councils and 
the present opinion of the American people prevail 
here, this decision will be favorable. 

Ihave the honor to be, with: great consideration 
and respect, sir, your faithful obedient servant, 

JONA, RUSSEL. 








ee 


Russia and Spain. 


Capiz, September 8, 1812. 
The general and extraordinary Cortes have ratafi- 
ed the following treaty of friendship, union, and alli- 


ance between Spain and Russia. 


Hlis catholic m:jesty, don Ferdinand the VIL. king 
of Spain and the Indies, being animated with the 
same sentiments, and desirous to re-establish and 
consolid:ite the fuser relations and good corres- 
pondence that existed between their respective mo- 
narchies; with this intention, his catholic majesty, 
and in his name the regency of Spain, has appointed 
don Francisco de Bermudez, and his majesty the em- 
peror of all the Russians, has appointed count Nicho- 
lus de Ramanzoff, his counsellor of state, &c. and 
the said plenipotentiaries having exchanged their 


pliins the view with which Iwas assailed with the i respective powers, have agreed upon and concluded 
ostentious parade of the abortive negociations rela-|the following articles. 


tive io impressment; the exaggeration of its pre-| 
tended difficulties ; the artificial soiemnity given to: 
its character; the affected sensibility io the popular 
sentiment concerning it: and the fasiidious excep- 


tions tuken to my powers, and proves most uncqui- 
vocally the predetermination of the British govern- 
ment to reject, at this time, every overture for the 
discontinuince of this degrading practice. 

- Most unfeignedly desiring to suspend the existing 
hostilities between the two ststes with a rezsonable 
prospect of finally terminating them in a manner he- 


moar 
a4 sb a 


norable to both, I perhaps pressed with \too much| 


earnestness the adeption of the arrangement which I 
was to propose ; for! 
observed, somewhat loftily, thit ifthe American go- 
vernment was so anxious to get rid of the war, it 
would have an opportunity of doing so on learning 
the revocation of the orders in council. _ I felt con- 
strained on this oecasion to assure his lordship, that 
fhe anxiety of t! 
the war was only a proof of the sincerity with which it 
has constanily sought to avoid it, but that no event 
had occurred, it was apprehended, to increase this 
anxiety. His lordship, corrécting bis manner, re- 
joined, that it was not his intention to say any thing 


ee hd 
WV 
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ord Castlereagh once} 


i¢ American government to get rid of 


Art. 1. There shall not only be a perfect amity, 
but likewise a sincere union and alliance between his 
m:jesty the king of Spain and the Indies, and his ma- 
jesty the emperor of all the Russians, their heirs and 


‘successors, and between their subjects. 


Art. 2. The two high contracting parties, in con- 
‘sequence of this convention, shall draw up without 
‘delay the stipulation of this alliance, and concert 
‘those measures which may conduce to their recipro- 
‘cal interests, and with the firm intention of carrymg 
on a Vigorous War against the emperor of the French, 
their common enemy ; and do hereby promise to sin- 
'cerely co-operate in every thing that may be advan- 
tugrcous to both countries. 

Art. 3. His majesty the emperor of all the Russians 
acknowledges the general and extraordinary cortes, 
now assembled at Cadiz, as the only legitimate one 
of Spain and likewise the constitution which they 
have decreed and sanctioned. 

Art. 4. The relations of commerce shall be hereby 
established, and the two high contracting parties 
ishall give to it all the extension and favor which the 
advantage of both countries may require. 

Art. 5. The present treaty shall be ratified, and the 
ratifications shall be exchanged at St. Petersburg 
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in three months from this tine, or sooner if pos- 
sible. 

In witness whereof, we, the underwritten plenipo- 
tentiaries, by virtue of our respective powers, have 
signed this present treaty, and have hereanto affixed 
our seris. 

Done at Weliky Lousky, the 20th of July, 1812, ~ 

(Signed) Francisco de Zea LRernudex 

Count Nicholas de Ronanzof. 
? 
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Privateering. 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Siates of America, in Cougrese 
assembled :-— 

The memorial of the subscribers, owners of and 
agents for twenty-four private armed vessels fitted 
out of the port of New-York, and other citizens of 
the city of New-York, respectfully saewera :—That 
your memorialists, convineed that the successful is- 
sue of the present war against Great Britain, mate- 
riully depends upon the effectual annoyance of the 
enemy, have, many of them, engaged in the equip- 
ment of private armed vessels. The extent to which 
stich enterprizes may be carried, to the injury of the 
foe, is incalculable ; for no bounds can be prescribed 
to the hardjhood and daring of American séamen. 


erievances Which we respectfully hope will meet @ 
speedy and complete redress. e 

By the 4th section of the “ act concerning betters 
of marque, prizcs and prize goods,” it is provided— 
“That all captures and prizes of vessels and proper- 
ty shall be forfeited, and shail accrue to the owners, 
officers and crews of the vessels by whom such cap- 
tures and prizes shall be made, and on due condem- 
nation had, shall be distributed according to any 
written agreement Which shail be written. between 
them; and if there be no such agreement, then one 
moity to the owners, the other to the officers and 
crew, as nearly us may be, according to the rules 
prescribed for the distribution of prize money, by 


the wet entitled “an act for the better government of 


the navy of the United States.” To this section no 
other construction can, in the opinion of your memo- 
rialists, reasonably be given, than that the capture, 
when ascertained to be a lawful prize, is to be at the 
disposul of the captors, to be, by them, distributed 
uccording to the provisions of the law. 

The object of the interference of the court of ad- 
miralty is simply to enquire into the charaeter of the 
prize, which, if encmy’s property when captured, 


secrues” and is “forfeited,” hy the taking, to the 


captors, whose property therein 1s affirmed, not ae- 
quired, by the act of condemnation. This property 


The great advantages of this cheap and effectual{is, in the opinion of your memcrialists, the undoubt- 


mode of warfare peculiarly entitle it, in the opinion 
of your memorialists, to the serious regard and fos- 
tering care of congress ;_ the effect of promoting or) 
discouraging it, will be felt, not only by those im- 
mediately concerned, but throughout every dcpart- 
ment and member of the war. 

To the bold and successful efforts of our private 
armed vessels, we may attribute, in a great degree, | 
2 growing confidence in every class of citizens in our 
ability tocontend, at Jeast on equal terms, with the 
self-stvled mistress of the ocean. 

The examples of hcroism in our seamen in the east, 
cannot fail to inspire with a corresponding ardor our 
soldiers of the north and west producing a rivalship 
of patriotism and courage, ensuring’ a war of glory, 
terminating in an honorable and lasting peace. 

The spirit with which our maritime citizens have 





engaged in such adventures, and which, if prepeys 
excited and encouraged, would prove so destructive 
to the enemy, is in denger of being exting« ished, | 
unless congress interpose, immediately and efiectu- 
aliv, for its preservation. 

For this object, a diminution of the high duties im-! 
posed on prize goods is indispensable. ‘The cxptur-| 
ed property, loaded with these duties, in addition, 
to the charges attending its condemnation and s:le, 
produces, even at this early period, and under the} 
most favorable circumstances, nett profits utterly in- 
adequate to the risk and danger of such enterprizes, | 
and in some instances is attended with an absolute | 
loss to the captors. The cases in which profit is ob-. 
tained, must daily lessen as adventures increase, un- 
til all hope of advantage being precluded, a stop 
will effectually be put to further attempts. | 

Your memoriulists believe, that as ameans of re-, 


ed right of the owner, derived from all moral and 
political rulers of luw and justice, to dispose of as 
he deems proper; 2 right not be divested, but by de- 
linquency or crime. : 

In the district of New-York, of which vour memo- 
rialists are inhabitants, the court of admiralty has 
decided, that prizes when condemned shail in every 
instance, be sold by the marshal, and the proceccs 
deposited in the hands of the clerk of the court, to 
be by him distributed. 

Whilst vour memorialists submit with respect to 
the authority whence this decision emanates, they 
nust complain of the hardships of its consequence 
from which they respectfully hope congress avill see 
the necessity of affgrding immediate relief. 

It is manifest that sales by the marshal must, in 
almost every instance, be conducted hastily, and 
without regard to the value of the property, which 
will often be sold at times and places untf.vorsable to 
the sale of the commodity. The owners will thus 
be enforced and passive spectators of the total sacri- 
fice of valuable property, which im their own hands 
would yield a certain profit, were they permitted to 
dispose of it at such times and places, on such terms 
of credit, and in such quantities, as ere a¢commo- 
dated to the demand. 

By this proceeding, not only are the captors de- 
prived of the common right of managing their own 
concerns in their own way, but when their property 
is sacrificed at any. price, the proceceds are loaded 
with commissions of ofgcers for making that very 
sacrifice. Of these commissions the marshal re- 
ceives 11-4 per cent. on the gross cmount of sales, 
which includes the duties, und the humane fand, 
coiablished for the support of disabled seamen and. 


Venue, it will eventually prove its own destruction : their families, and constitutes tax upon tax. This 
for though large sums may, at present, be obtained! gross umount so stripped of one and a quarter per 
fiom it, by diminishing the expectation of profit, it{/cent. then pusses into the hands of the clerk, where 
will soon, not only prevent the increase of private it again suffers a diminution of one and a quarter 
armed vessels, but drive them from the ocean as 2}per cent. for receiving and paying over. After these 
hopeless speculation or certain loss. A reduction of! ;teductions, the payment of the duties, the costs of 
the duties, by encouraging additional adventurers, | condemnation, together with the extra ministerial 
would soon more than indemnity the treasury for any jand indispensable charges of the two per cent. inva- 
temporary loss it miglt sustain, in the mereased}lid fiuul, agency, wharfage, &c. the owners, offi- 
number of subjects of duty which it would preducc.|cers and crew are presented with a lean account of 

In addition to;the burden of the high duties above |profit, if not 6. absolute loss, chilling to the hopes 
complained of, these enterprizes are subject to cther'and unnerving the arm of private enterprize. 
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Your memorialists trust that it is unnecessary to 
enlarge on the utter impossibility of aiding the coun- 
try by a continuance of* services, burdened with 
such grievous impositions. To congress they confi- 
dently look for legal provisions, that may secure to 
owners of private armed vessels an adequate return 
for their expense and risk, te the brave officers and 
crews the reward of their gallant services, and to 
their widows and orphans the humane fund, esta- 
Blished by law, unimpsired by official exactions. 

Your memorialists would suggest the expediency 
of shortening the time for effecting the condemna- 
tion of prizes; and of limiting the ordinary fees of 


right of which, we understand, 200,000 dollars hay® 
been refused) we have to add that of a citizen of 
the state of New-York, who in a common but hither- 
to unnoticed vegetable, has) discovered a, substitute 
for fur and hemp, greatly superior to either, and 
which multiplies itself so abundantly as to yield 
from 500 to 1000 from roots and seeds per annum. 

Mr. Baldwin, of Montpelier, Vermont,-the inge- 
nious inventor of the patent machine for spinning 
hemp and flax, has made trial of it, and says it will 
work better than either of those articles. 

Dr. Eddy, the lecturer on Botany, gives it as his 
opimon, that, * owing to the bulbores or tuberous 


efiicers of the prize courts to a certain sum, as was!form of its root, even should the old root die, the 


fSrmerly done in this country, when colonies of Great 
Britain. 

_ Your memorialists, whilst they direct the atten- 
tion of congress to the aforeroing evils, would re- 
speci (ully further suggest the propriety and impor- 
tance of granting to the owners, officers and crews of 
piiveie armed vessels,.a bounty for the destruction 
of eneiny’s property. It will often be expedient to 
destroy vessels and goods captured to prevent almost 
certain recapture. This, whilst it promotes the ob- 
ject of the war, in distressing the enemy, produces 
no benefit. to the captors. A bounty proportioned 
to the tonnage of the vessels destroyed, would 
prompt to much activity and vigilance, and ensure 
the loss ofmuch valuable property to the enemy, in 
situations whence it could not safely be carried into 
port, or not without. the deduetion of a force dis- 
obliging the captors for other operations of equal or 
#rester mnportonce. 

To redress tie evils above complained of, and to 
encourage and promote a system of maritime war- 
five so beneficial to the country:and so mischievous 
te the enemy, your memrorialists would earnestly 
recommend that provision be made by law: ; 

Kor redueing the ditties on prizes ; 

For deivering the prize property on condemna- 
tion, to the euptors, to be by them disposed of, 
ab clistaihbuted ; 

For sirertening the time neecssary to procure con- 
cemnation ; 

For hmiting the fees of the officers of the prize 
courts toa certainsum; and 

Por authorising prize owners or their agents to or- 
der ptzes arrived in one port to eny other port, 
at their discretion, ut anv time before the actual 
Lihelling of such prizes. 

Your memorialists are convinced, that such legal 
provisions, aiding and encouraging the patriotic spi- 
rit of onr citizens, will soon cover the ocean with an 
active hestiie armament, which no vigilance cxun 
chide, and-fiom which, no force, however great, can 
eikcetually protect.” 


(Signed by Tismas Parmer and others.) 





Important Discovery. 


The restless 2nd inquisitive genius of our country- 
men, if it has sometimes subtected us to ridicule, 
has assuredly contributed our full proportion to 
the stock ofgeneral information ;indeed, some of 
the most ingenious and important discoveries were 
reserved for the persevering curiosity and scientific 
research of the American people. Of the “ per- 
petual motion” alluded to, we wait further infor- 
mation; but the discavery described below ap- 
pears so completely sustained by experience, as 
to jusufy us in recording it. It is copied from 2 
New-York paper. 

Te the discovery of the perpetnal motion, recent. 
fy made by a citizen of Punnsytvania (for the patent 





piant will be continued by suckers or shoets from 
the parent reot ; that it may be cultivated in good 
upland as well as in its natural soil, which is low 
and moist ; that it wil! bear trom 15 to 20 stems on 
one root, which grow inacircle of not more than 6 
inches diameter, and arise to the heyht of from 4 
‘to 6 fect without branches.” 

In honor of the discoverer, Mr. Chas. Whitlow, it 
has received the classical name of Urtica IF hitlows. 

A committce of the corporation, to whom Mr. 
'Whitlow’s memorial on this subject was recerred, 





jhave made the following report thereon : 
| 


“ The committee to whom was referred the memo- 
\rial of Charles Whitlow, on the subject of a newly 
‘discovered plant as a substitute for hemp and flax, 
respectfully report, 
| “That lately they have had several interviews and 
‘conferences with the memorialist, at which he has 
lexhibited specimens of his newly discevered plant in 
‘its various stages, from the nettle in iis natural state, 
including the flax and tow, to a fine spun thread ; 
‘that from the accompanying certificates and docu- 
nents published in the Baltimore Medical and Phi- 
|losophicel Lyccum, it appears, that it is a hardy per, 

renial, and believed to be a species not hitherto dis- 
‘covered by any botanist. It further oe from 
a certificate signed by a number of manutacturers, of 
‘flax and hemp, linen and cotton, that they had exa- 
mined the plant above described in its different 
isinges of flax, tow and thread ; and were unanimous- 
ly of opinion that it is far superior to any flax or 
‘hemp they had ever seen, as well in the quantity it 
|produces from a single stem, as its superior strength, 
‘beauty and fineness of texture. Thatfrom the ex- 
periments made by them they were further of opini- 
on, that it will produce from twenty to twenty-five 
per cent. more from the heckle than any flax or hemp 
known to them; and that they are fully persuaded 
it will become a great benefit to any country that 
will encourage its cultivation.” 

From these, and various’ other documents exhibit- 
ed to your committec, as well as from their own 
view and observation, they are decidedly of opimen 
that the discovery of the Uriica Whitlowt (the name 
by which the plunt is distinguished) is of the high- 
fest Hnportance—and, as far as they arc competent to 
judge, the plant will be found a valuable substitute 
(for hemp and flax, and its cultivation and manutac- 
ture will be highly beneficial toevery country which 
will afford it patronsge and encoursgement. 

Ail which is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] NICHOLAS FISH, 

P. H. WENDOYER, 

W. A. HARDENBROOK. 
Nov. 9, 1812. 

The discoverer has obtained a patent right—and 
will sell rights to cultivate and manufacture the 
product of fifty acres for 14 years, for 300 dollars, 
and will farnish 4000 sceds gratis, and 2s many more 
as may be wanted, at reasonable charge, by app lying 
tte Charles Whitlow, 27, Maidenlanc, Ma. J. Eagats 
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meschant, Charleston; Mr. David Landriff, muirsery- 
man, Philadelphia, or the office of the Mercantile 
Advertiser. 


~ 








Domestic Manufactures. 
“TNE FLESH-POTS OF EQYPT.” 


Moses, the ae lawgiver of the chosen people of 
God—wonderfully called to lead the Israelites from 
the oppressions of Pharoah to political freedom, and 
aland of their own, rich and luxuriant, “overflow- 
ing with milk and honey,” to be possessed by them 
and their children—and giving evidence of his Divine 
authority by many miracles wrought for their imme- 
diate preservation, Was incessantly vexed by the re- 
bellions of those he was commandcd to preserve, un- 
til the smedl of the flesh-pots of Egvupt had completely 
escaped their nostrils. For the mind of man was then, 
as it is now—liable to the influence of uneasy spirits, 
that seek momentary and individual gratification, 
though it might deprive them of permanent blessings 
and national happiness. 


The “flesh-pots” that give trouble to the rulers of 
the United States are British goode; by the sale of 
which many, of great influence in socicty, make their! 
Living—“ Where the treasure ig the heart will be also” — 
‘gnd to the trading man, in general, the denunciation 
of Burke applics with great truth and energy—“His 
counting house is his temple; his desk his altar ; 
his ledger his bible, and money his god.” As acase 
in point, a vender of British manufactures, a few 
days ago, was much offended with me in questioning 
his patriotism, for expressing his satisfaction at the 
surrender by general Hull, as hoping it might tend to; 
apeace with Great Britain, BECAUSE HE OBTAINED 
RIS LIVING BY SELLING HER GOODS. 


Ry the blessings of Providence, not so visible to 
the natura] eve as the miracles wrought for the deli- 
verance of Jsruel, but as powerful in their effect 
and. leading gradually to the same object, the people 
of the United States are conducted from this sensu- 
al gratification—this longing for a Hritish connexion, 
by the establishment of numerous manufactories for 
the supply of their own wants. Ancient ties and 
smg accustomed habits, however hurtful they may 
he, cannot be dissolved, in a moment, without da- 
mage. If the habitual drunkard, by a sudden virtu- 
ous resolution, altogether refvains from his usual po- 
tions, violent-convulsions or excessive debility en- 
sites. He must be weaned by degrees from the way 
that leadg to the valley of death. Our people have! 
been drunk with foreign trade—it is true they were 
exhilarated. by it, and felt strength from it—but the 
issue is, that the public mind is debased, and too 
ready to submit to any indignity or imsu!t to obtain a 
ulile more of the same. intoxicating material. As 
good exercise, and now,and then achecrful glass, is 
the best for the health of the dody corporeal, so is 
the application of our native.resources, with foreign 
trade. for ony, superfluivies, the only means of pre- 
serving the body politic, from the. servility. of éollind 
and ‘the oppression of uke modern Carthage. 


It is by no means our wish to Aurry the establish- 
ment of manufactories. Moses did not immediately 
lead the children of Jerael to the promised land. He 
might have travelled there in a few days, but he so- 


| this species of commerce. 


The progress of manufactures is astonishing. The 
world cc no parallel for the population of the United 
States, nor can it furnish any for the increase of our 
fabrications. Every time that the many, many thou-~ 
sand spindles, now im motion, go round, this hanker- 


‘Jing for the “flesh-pots” is diminished, for it increases 


the treasure at Aome, and keeps the heart from wan- 
dering. To see the present state of our manufacto- 


tablishments only four vears ago, would make a man 
suppose some mighty genii had been at work, if we 
could not account for it ina natural way; to be found,. 
originally, in the outrages of Eurepe, and confirn 

by the happy expericnce that we can conduct them as 
cheap and as wellas any other people. Let the pre- 
sent deudle dutics on dry goods be continned three. 
years, and there will be a dreary wilderness between 
the great body of our citizens and the £, 
fear. Its passes will be guarded by énteresa, and ald 
will watch for spies from the enemy’s camp, te seize 
and expose and render abortive all his designs of re- 
ducing us, again to bondage, compelling “us to make 
bricks without straw”—as we have been compelled to 
purchase British goods while denied that cominerce 
| that best enabled us to pay for them. 





The Slave Trade. 

In answer tosome general enquiries, as it comes 
completely within the plan of this work, we have 
collected. and arranged the following items.and facts, 
for reference, relative to the slave trade. 

The slave. trade between Europe and Africa was 
first made a regular traffic, as at presnnt continued, 
by the Portuguese, in 1482. Theat nation, therefore, 
has precedence of all the modern European powers in 
England commenced it 
in 1550, and France, Holland, Denmark, &c. about 
the same time. Slaves were first sent t6 South Ame- 
rica in 1550; to the North American continent in 
1620. In 1768, the following were the chief traders 
to western Africa: 

Great Britain purchased that year 53,100 





France. , ; ‘ 23,300 
Holland ; , m 11,300 
Portugal 8,709 
.Imerica é j 6,500 
Denmark . : . 1,200 
Total purchased, as above, in 1768 104,000 
valued at 15€ sterling cach, in Africa. The priee 


has much advanced since then. Nearly the whojeof 
these slaves. were scent to the American colonies. 

In 1788 the slaves in the then British islands ia the 
West-Indies were estimated at 430,000 ; an aggregate 
much under the real amount, The following ap- 
pears to be, nearly, the present number in these 
islands ; the amount, however, is rapidly declining - 
the British government having forbidden the trade ; 
and the war with the continent so much interferes 
with the sale of colonial produce, as to make it tov 
small an object.to violate the humane regulation, ex- 
tensively, at present. 

British Islands—Jamaica, 200,000; Barbadoecs, 
60,000; Antigua, 35,900; Grenada and adjacent. is- 
lands, 30,000; St. Christopher’s, 36,000; St. Vin- 
cents, 11,853; Dominica, 12,000; Anguilla, Fortola 
and adjacent islands, 15,000; Nevis, 10,000 ; Mont 


journed 40 years in the wilderness—for he knew that! serat, 10,000; the Bahamxs, 5,000; the Bermudas, 
the people were not prepared for the change of life 5,000 ; Martinico,* 60,000; Guadaloupe,* 50,000; 





thatawaited them. ‘They were almost insensibly led 


St. Lacia,* 10,000 ; Pobago,* 10,000 ; Marigalante,* 


% an understanding of their own sireagth; and.) 6.ugu; St. Martins," 10,000 ; St. Eustatius,*"16,000; 
Whea the day of battle came, their enemy was defeat: ! Curracoa," 15,000; Trinidad,* 10;000; St. Creix,* 


Sth With how much foree do these fects.apply tv) 
Ae state of our comptry ? 





—————— 
ee : —— 


* New. possessions of the Beittsh. 


ries and comprare them with the situation of there es-, 
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30,000 ; the other lesser islands may contain, in all, 
30 or 40,000 more. 
Spanish Islands—Cuba, 108,000 ; Porto Rico, 8,000 


| Danish Island. —St. Thomas, 5,000. 

Swedish Island.—st. Bartholomews, 10,000. 
British coptinenta! possessions in South America.— 
Surrinam* Boo ; Demarara and Essequibo* 40,000; 
Cavenne* 25,000. | 
- St. Domingo, Hispaniola or Hayti—French part, 
before the revolution, 600,000; Spanish part, 15,000. 

Porineuese America.—Bra7zil, 600,000. Forty thou- 
sand slaves per annum have been imported into Br.- 
zil to supply the waste, und keep pace with the de- 
mand. 

Spanish America~—-We have no document at hand 
that gives the probable number of [black] slaves m 
“Spanish America ;” but they are not numerous, and} 
atthe utmost extent cannot, it is believed, exceed 
200,009, in the whole. 

RECAPITULATION, 

“British America”—entire, about . 830,000 

“Spanish America”? , » $19,000 

“Portuguese America”. , - ©00,000 

Danish island—St. Thomas’ , ‘ 5,000 

Swedish do. —St. Bartholomew’s . 10,000 

U. States of America (censiis of 1810) 1,191,564 








A mighty totalof  . ‘ 2,955,364 
Fo which add for the free people of color— 


In the United States p ; 186,441 
In Hayti—supposing it to be half as 
populous as formerly 300,000 


In the British possessions . » « 100,000 
in the Spanish dominions, at least 300,000 


Inother places. --\e + 20,000 


= 


Grand total of the African race in Amer. 3,361,810 





(C7 The reader will please to observe, that in ma-' 
ny cases the numberis on/v supposed. But the amounts | 
have not been put down without some probability, | 


The German mile is rather more than four miles 
English—the {Austrian} Florin is equal to fifty 
cents, “4 





LEMS of He Qyar. 


MILITARY. 
cbc Harrison was at Franklinton on the 24th 
ult, 

A detachment from col. M‘Comb’s regiment of vo- 
lunteer artillery, consisting of 500 effective men, 
marched through Albany on the 8th inst. on their 
way to Sacketu’s Harbor. 

A second U. S. volunteer company has been orga- 
nized in Connecticut. 

John Williams, a private of the 6th regiment, has 
been shot at Plattsburg, agreeable to the sentence of 
u court martial, for desertion. 

Travelling amusemcnt.—The following is mention- 
ed as afact, in a letter from a gentleman at Buffalo, 
to another in this town: » 

A Dr. Lorton, of Philadelphia, travelling through 
that country for amusement, arrived at Lewistown 
ut 9 o’clock the night before the battle of Queens- 
town, volunteered his services, and fought in the 
ranks tillcaptured. The butt of his musket was shot 
off. Major Mullany, it is said, speaks in the high- 
est terms of his deliberate bravery in the battle. He 
was paroled, and left at liberty to proceed on his di- 
verting tour. (Harrisburgh pap. 

All the troops of the United States, at the date of 
our latest accounts from them, are believed to be 
most amply supplied with ali the necessaries and 





iconveniences incident to their situation ; to effect 


which the most liberal and patriotic exertions have 
been made. 

It is reported that gen. Hopkins,with 2000. mount- 
ed volunteers, has returned to Vincennes afier a 
fruitless excursion in hunt of the savages—having 
seen oniy three on his route. He was about to start 
for the Prophet’s settlements on the Wabash, with 


biilt upon a calculation of the produce of the islands jis men dismounted. So says the report. 
Re. compured with other nlaces whose number of Evers movement on the lines indicates the approach 


slaves were given us “bv authority.” 


The introduction of slaves into the United States, | 


of interesting events. Gen. Bloomfield, with 8000 
men, has moved from Plattsburgh to Champlain, ihe 


wis forbidden by law on the first day of January, } frontier villave, where we expect general Dearborn 
#410—the earliest period that such a provision could/also. General Smyth, from Buffido, &e. was evident- 


be constitutionally made. ‘The present trade to Atri-| 


ly preparing for immediate operations against Erie, 


ca is Chiefly carried on in Spanish and Swedish bot-! Queenstown and Fort George—and the army affairs 


toms. 





= “— 


u 7 
The Treatv of Luneville 
e 
Between the emperor of Germany, “in behalf of the 
whole Germanic body” and the French Republic, 
was signed on the 9th of Februarv, 1801—when the 
fdilowing cessions were made to the latter. We 
copy it from a Hamburg pper printed shortly «fter. 
Gerinan sq. Inhabi- Revenue. 
Austria, Jost, including the Mila- — 2i/¢s. taunts. Jjiorins. 
nese, Modena, Tuscany, &e. .« 1,060 1-2 3,629,455 9,314,135 
The prices on the heft bank oi 
the Rhine, 3lin number «| 885 
The 43 counts who had pussessi- 
ons onthe left bank . . . 
The Abayes and chapters which 
had separate domains . . - 421-2. 109,500 1,254,500 
> 1-2 





1,960,575 14,163,134 





‘bhe Equestrian order . « « - zi 52,000 409,300 
The Chapter of Cologne . « ¢ 1 2,590 16,800 
Theimperial ojties, 5in number 4 949,000 512,000 
Bolland including her ancient 
Beigic possessionsf . » « + 80 213,600  1300,000 
Vhe imperial chamber of Wezlaa 21,600 
2168 1-2 6,253,660 23.362,481 
«. . 





* New possessions of the British. 


+ We suppose these tracts of country, said to have 


belonged to “ Holiand,” more properly speaking io 


in the north-west, having obtained the needful sup- 
plies, so much deranged by the wonderful surrendet 
at Detroit, is prepared to retrieve the honor of the 
United States, and exact a terrible retribution of the 
allies. From all these eppearances, with the prospect 
of news from our tars on the ocean and on the lakes, 
we anticipate that owr next number will contain 
more important details, than it has yet fallen to our 
lot to record in a single paper. 





It is said that the legislature of Vermont has pass- 
ed a law for raising seven regimenis of Volunteers— 
jcach soldier to receive $50 bounty, and have his Wa- 
ges made up to #10 per month. 


7 182,630 1,391,922 Aaron Opden, esq. governor of New-Jersey, in con- 


sequence of a particular communication from the g& 
neral commanding at New-York, &c. has ordered, 
that all the uniform companics in that state, whetber 
of cavairy, artillery, light infantry or riflemen, do 
hold themselves in readiness to march at 24 hours 
notice, fully equipped with four days provisions, re 


dv cooked. E itaor 





have been the ancient states of the Prince of Orange 
Nussan, late Stadthoider; held in the same manner 
that Hanover was retained by the family of te 


- Ed. Keg. 





| Guelphs, sovereigns of England. 
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Copy of a letter from major-veneral Van Rensselear, 
of the militia of New-York, to brigadier-general 
myth, of the troops af the United States. 


. Burrator, 24th Oct. 1812. 

Sim—Haying this day resigned to you the com- 
mand of the army on the Niagara frontier, and being 
now on the eve of my departure for Albany, I con- 
ccive it to be a duty I owe to myself, to merit, and 
to the service, to recommend to your particular 
notice and favor, and through vou, sir, to m:jor-ge- 
neral Dearborn, the following braye officers who dis- 
tinguished themselves. in the first detachment of 
troops who were engaged in storming the redoubt 
upon the heights. of, Queenstown, on the 13th inst. 
Captains Wool and Ogilvie; lieutenants Kearney, 
Carr, Huginin, and Sammons, of the 13th infantry; 
lieutenant Randoiph of the light artillery, who vo- 
lunteered his services and commanded the van- 
guard ; lieutenants Rathbone and Gansevoort of the 
artillery. 

And if, sir, through want of particular informa- 
tion, I may have omitted any who are known to 
have distinguished themselves, upon that occasion, 
I beg vou will have the goodness to insert their 
numes, in such manner as to do justice to their 
merit. Iam, sir, your most obedient servant, 

S. V. RENSSELEAR. 

Brig. gen. Smyth, of the U.S. forces. 


Quenec, Oct. 25.—We understand, and with plea- 
sure We announce it to the pubiic, that one of the 
government store ships, lately arrived, brought 
10,000 stand of arms. 

The prisoners taken at Detroit and brought down 
to Quebec, are on the point of embarking for Boston 
for the purpose of being exchanged. 

Five cannon are now lying at Chateau court taken 
at Detroit. 

Arrived ship William, Goodman, 75 davs from 
Portsmouth, cargo government stores, Passengers, 
214 officers and privates of the Royals and 103d 
regiment. 

Ship Lady Shore, Watson, 75 days fiom Ports- 
mouth, cargo government stores. Passenger, Mr. 
Montgomery, hospital stat?. 

Brig Magdalen, Leister, 75 davs from Portsmouth. 
Passengers, 53 officers and privates of the artillery, 
Sth and 49th regiments. 


NAVAL. 

From the 28th of Juty to the 27th October, on}, 
sixteen suilof .2imerican vessels were sent into New 
Providence, including three privateers—but during 
that space of time there arrived twenty three Seanisu 
ships, owned, we suppose, by good cicizens of the 
United States. 

Arrived af the port of Plattsburg, on the 6th inst. 
and saluted the town, the U.S. vessel of war, Hunter, 
heut. Smith. The Hunter carries one long 18 and 
six 6 pounders. 

The following additional instruction has been given 
to the public and private armed vessel of the United 
States : 

** The public and private armed vessels of the Unit- 
ed States are not to interrupt any British unarmed 
vessels bound to Sable Island, and laden with sup- 
plies for the humane establishment at that pixce.” 

“By command of the president of the United 
States, &e. 

A Batavia (N. Y.) paper infofms us that the tars 
at Black Rock had laid a ptan to possess themselves 
of the eneiny’s ship thé Queen Clurlotte, then lymy 
under the guns of fort Erie ; but that some abomina- 
ble traitor had passed over and exposed the design, 


stated that the fellow was taken into custody on his 
return, and is now in safe keepmg. As a terror to 
others, we earnestly hope that the gallows may have 
its due. The country must be purged of such 
wretches. “4 

Naval volunteers. A British privateer, the Liver- 
poot packet, commanded by one Freeman, gn Ameri- 
can and native of Cape Cod, has been cruizmg on 
our eastern coast, and interrupting the coasting 
trade: the patriots of Salem,on ascertaining the fact, 
in three hours and a half fitted out the schooner He- 
len, with four guns and plenty of small arms, and 
seventy brave spirits instantly volunteered their 
services to catch the traitor. We trust their success 
will equal the zeal of the enterprize. | 

We wait impatiently for news from the great ocean 
aud ihe lakes. It seems almost impossible that our 
frigates should not soon encounter the enemy—and, 
it is highly probabie, that captain Chauncey has, 
before this time, obtained the mastery over Ontario 


CONSTITUTION AND GUERRIERE. 

The following cerlifieate was before the naval com- 
mittee.—** We were on board the Africa from the 10th 
July to the 26th August, during which time we fre- 
quently saw the Guerriere, captain Dacres, and we 
certify that we frequently counted the guns of that 
frigate, and that she mounted on her main battery, 
thirty guns—on her quarter-deck sixtcen thirty-two 
pound carronades, and on her forecastle eight guns— 
making an armament of fifty-four runs. 

EDWARD GRANWELL, 
WM. H. CHATLLE, 
Midshipmen, late of the Nautilus: 
Washington, Nov. 2. 


A writer in the Watchman, printed at Wilming- 
ton, (Del.) claims captain Jorter, of the Essex, capi. 
Jones, \ate of the Wasp, leutenant Bush, late of 
the marines, who was killed on board the Constitu- 
tion, and captain Gibson, of the light artillery, who 
distinguished himself on the heights of Quceeustowa, 
as natives of Deluwure. ‘The patriotic citizens of 
Wilmington hive it im contemplation. to present 
cuptain Jows with a sword, on his return to his 
country. 


Copy of a letter from Ur. Henry Dennison, of the Tuited 
States’ brig Irgus, to the Secretary of the Navy. 
Purtavecenta, 11th Nov. 1812. 


Sin—TI have the honor to inform you thal I arrived 
here last evening in the ship Amiudne, of Boston, 
cleared from Alexandria for Cadiz, with a cargo of 
above 5000 barrels otf flour, but detained by the 
United States’ brig Argus. cupt. Sinclair, for bein 
under British license. The Argus feil in with her on 
the 15th ult. in latitude 35 deg. 45 min. longitude 56 
deg. 56min.; and, by boarding under British colors, 
obtained possession of her passport. 4 was ordered 
to take charge of her and bring her inte the first pert 
{ could make in the United States. On the passage I 
fell in with tavo British crujzers, viz. the sioop of war 
Tartarus and brig Colubri, and was strictly examined 
by each, but by making use of the dieense and a fit- 
tle finesse, we eseaped capture; the Tartarts even 
put on board of us nine American seamen, prisoners, 
to assist in working the ship. All the papers found 
on board I have submitted to My. Dallas, district at- 
torney, but as yet he has not given me any decided 
opinion relative to the case. | 

The Argus separated from the, squadron on the 
13th ult. and when I lett hex she liad falien in with 
nothing but the Ariadne. — any! 

Lhave the honor to be, most respectfully, sir, vou 
obedient servant, HENKY DENNISON. 





on whieh the ship immediately left the port. . lt is 


Lhe honorable Paul Hamilton, 
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‘Heretofore the marshals»held the disposition of the 


‘the United States <shalk-bes and heis hereby cinpow- 
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. American Prizes. 
| (WEBKLY BIST—voNTINUED FROM PAGE 173.) 
» 234. Schooner Robin, sent into Portland, by the 
Revenge of Salem. 

255. Schooner Fame, from Trinidad to Para, with 
some dry goods valued at $12,000, sent into Savan- 
nah, by the Nonsuch of Buitimore. 

256. Schr. Sally, of Curracoa, sent into Charles- 
ton, by the Black Joke, of New-York, and George 
Washington, of Norfolk. 

‘257. Sloop , of Tortola, sent into Charles- 
ton, by the Saucy Jack. 

258. Brig John, 10 guns, 12 pounders, from La- 
guira for Gibraltar, anew and valuable vessel, laden 
with coitee and cocoa, sent into Charleston, by the 
Benjamin Franklin, of New-York. 

259. Schooner Fhree Sisters, 120 tons burthen, 
faden with Plaster, sent into Salem by the Fame 
privateer. QC7The Fame is only 30 tons burthen. 











Proceedings of Congress. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT! VES. 
 Pridav, November 13.—fany petitions have been 
presented by the importers of British goods, praying 
arémission of the penalties incurred under the non- 
importation law. 


On motion, of Mr. Wright, who prefaced the pre-| 
seritation of the resolution by some spirited remarks, | 


it Was 
Resolved, That acommittee be appointed to bring | 

in a-bill vesting the power of retaliation in certain 

éases in the President of the United States. 
Monday, Nov. 16—On motion of Mr. Johnson— 

- Resolved, That the committee of the: public lands | 
be; and they are hereby instructed to enquire mto| 
the expediency of prolonging the time of payment 
to’ those purchasers-of the public lands north-west of 
the river Ohio, who shall have purchased prior to the’ 


first day of April, 1809. 


Read twice and orderéd t6 b& printed. 

Two messages were feceived froth the predidettt— 
the first conveying ¢ communicstion fom My. Rissel 
(se page 183); the second from Mr. Lear, consul. 
general of the United States to Algicts, which Were 
orderetl to be printed, as éustomary. 

Mi. Wright's bilt [retaliatory] being under consjs 
deration, on thé suggestion of Mr. Lacock, it was 
amended by inserting after the word “severity,” the 
words, “or be otherwise treated contrary to thie usabes 
of civilized war.” , 

The bill was ordered. to be engrossed for’ a third 
reading, without opposition. 
THE CHRONICLE. 

Maryland election of electors—Messrs. Johnscn, 
Stephen, Veazy, Stansbury, Lloyd and Worrel, “ATa- 
disonians,” are elected—the remaining districts are 
not certainly heard from, but we suppose théy wilf 
return “Clintonians.” | eel" 

By some shreds of intelligence in thé London pa- 
‘pers, there is reason to believe that the annexation of 
the remnant of Prussia to France has been decided 
upon, by the emperor at Wilna. A notice signed 
“ Py ennier,” appeared at Hamburg on the 28th of 
Angust, requiring that “the ships belonging to thé 
Hanse.aiic ports be, within six months, provided with 
the flazs and ensignia of Frante. 

The Louisiana Gazette of the 8th of Oct. says,~ 
“The state of Louisiana will not, we suppose, have 
a vote in the choice of président of the United’ States, 
2$ no provision has been made for electors. 

Divid Holmes, Esq: is appointed a distriet judge 
for the district of Rhotle-Istitid, vice D: 1. Barnes, 
Esq. deceased. 

It is positively agserted, that the PERPETUAL 
MOTION has actually been discovered by a‘ méchaz 
nic near Philadelphia. If so, We ma¥ expéct a’par- 
ticulat account of it before long: A’ great ntimber 
of rentlemen has‘examined the apparatusjatid aie sa- 


t 












Resokve:l; likewise, that the-said committee enquire 
‘inito-the expediency of subdividing each quarter sec-| 
#ion, and-reducing the price of the landsof the’ U. S. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

Tuesdau, Nov. 17.—Mr. Bassett reported “a bill} 
in addition to the act concerning letters of marque,| 
prizes and prize goods,” the leading object of which) 
is, to place all prize property at the immediate and} 
entire‘disposal' of the owners of’ the private armied| 
vessel capturing the same, (after condemnation) to! 
be by’ them’ distributed. and appropriated,, as-they | 


tisfied that it is what the inventor declares it t6 bé— 
But the matter has so lofi beén stipposed usiattaitia- 
ble that confidence is not easily given to a thing of 
such immense importance—the né fittis ultra’ df me- 
clianics, and grand desidératuni of the scieritifie. 

James L. Clayton, James Sykes, Ebenezer Blackis- 
ton and Thomas Fisher (federalists) have béen ap- 
pointed clectors of President and vice President, by 
the legislature of Delaware. 


The following gentlemen, all “Ciisttonians,” have been appoint- 
el electors ofa president and vice-president of the United States, 


; | by the legislature of New-York :—Joseph €. Yates, Schenectady ; 


see proper, theduties,. &e. being: secured as usual.' Simeon De -Witt, Albany ;- Archibald M'Intyre, Albay ; Jolin’C. 


property; anid coerced a sale to distribute the prize 
money among the owners and crew, frequently to the 

‘detriment of the partes, and. imposing upon 
mrany additional charges. 

Mr. Wright reported a bill “ vestmg the power of 
vetehiation in the President:in certain cases.” 

B¥ it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tativesof the United Sates.of' America, in Congress 
assembled, That if any citizen of the United States, 
beinp’a’ prisoner by lane or-by sea, to the British go- 
vernthent; orwhovhath been. repressed, . hath suffer- 
etitor’ shallsuffer death, mutilation or-other corpo- 
realpanishment, or be imprisoned: with unusual se- 
verityy byanyagent,; officer, soldier, or Indian in the 
service of the British government, the president of 


eted anil required to cause the most rigorous retalia- 
tion to be executed, on any subject, officer; soldier, 


Hogeboom, Columbia ; Gurdon S. Mumford, N. York ; Jacob’ De 
lamontagnie, N. York; Philip Van Cortlandt, Westchester; John 
Chandler, Orange; Henry Hundngton. Onei!ta; John Wood- 
worth, Albany; David Boyd, Schenectady; Cornelius Bérgen, 
Kings ; Joseph Perine, Richniond’; Chauncey Belknap, Orange ; 
John Dill, Ulster; David Van Ness, Dutchess ; Rohert Jenkins, Co- 
lunbia; Michael S. Vanderecook, Rensselaer; George Palmer, jr. 
Saratova ; Jathes -Hill, Washington’; William: Kirby, Essex ; Hen- 
ry F. Yates, Montgomery ; Thomas H. Hubbard, Madison; John 
Russel, Otsego ; James S. Kip, Oneida; Jotham Jayne, Cayuga; 
Jonathan Stanley, jr. Onondaga $ William Burnet, Ontario; Gée. 
Rosecrantz, Herkimer. 
Pennsylvania election. Thirteenth Congress :—Robert, Brown, 
Jonathan Roberts, Samuel D. Ingham, Wiliam Crawford, Robert’ 
Whitehi, William Piper, David Burd, William rag ag Jaines 
Whitehill, Adan Seybert, William Anderson, Charles J. Ingetsdl,, 
John Conard, Roger Davis, John M. Hyneman, Adamson ‘Tanne- 
hill, Alyhia Latock, Isate Sinith, Jared Irwin, Hugh’ Glassgow, 
AaromLyle, William Smilie, and John Gloninger. 
Mr: Gloninger is claimed as « federalist. All the 
rest are decided republicans. Messrs. Milnor and 
tRodman, the only representatives from’ Pennsy!vama 
who voted against the war, have been rejected. ‘The 
senate consists of 31 members, 26 republicans and 3 


federalists—and the hdus> of représentatives of 95 





of hidian, inthe service or employment of the Bri- 
tish’ government, as“shall or may have been captured 
by the arms of the United:Statesrby Jundor sem 





members, of whom 18 are federalists—republican 


imiajority:in joint mectingy 75. 





